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18th July 2025 

 “Every summer has a story." 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

What an amazing last week it has been! It is really hard to believe that we are at the end of another academic 

year. Time certainly does fly, and as we close our doors for the summer today, I would like to take this 

opportunity to pass on my upmost and sincerest thanks to each and every one of you for all your hard work, 

commitment, and support in what has been another brilliant, but busy, year! On behalf of all the staff and 

governors here at Shobnall Primary & Nursery School, THANK YOU! 

 

The children are really deserving of a restful and relaxing summer holiday because this week they have 

engaged in so many different activities as it has been jam-packed with end of year events and celebrations! 

It has been wonderful to have seen so many of you in attendance at these!  

 

Next year promises to be just as full and we are really excited to get going with some of our plans. Please 

ensure you keep checking the diary dates at the end of the newsletter in order to add these events to your 

own calendars. From everyone here at Shobnall Primary & Nursery School, have a great summer and we 

look forward to seeing all our pupils at the start of the new term on Wednesday 3 September 2025. 

 

Oliver with a Twist  
 

This week began with a trip to Dickensian London as our Year 4, 5 and 

6 children performed Oliver with a Twist, which did not disappoint! For 

those of you who managed to purchase a ticket for either the matinee or 

the evening performance, you definitely witnessed a great show.  

 

We were so proud of all the children, as not only was their performance 

in line with ‘Broadway’ expectations, their conduct, attitude and 

behaviour were outstanding on what was a very long day. The singing, 

acting and choreography were amazing, and it was a real treat to see all 

the hard work the children and staff had put in come together.  

 

Thank you to all of you who came along and supported, it was a fabulous 

show made great by two incredible audiences! Our thanks must also go 

to the staff who worked so hard in putting it all together, in particular Miss 

Lord, who led the production with her own unique sprinkle of sparkle and 

razzamatazz!  
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So Long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Goodbye… 

 

As is always the case, the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly on Thursday was a very emotional occasion! There was 

not a dry eye in the house! We heard about the many memories, dreams and wishes of the children and how 

they are going to spend their summer preparing for secondary school. Each child was also presented with a 

hoodie. I am sure that you will all join us in wishing our fabulous Year 6 class the very best of luck and warmest 

wishes as they transfer to their secondary schools in September. Good luck, everyone. We shall miss you all!  
 

On Wednesday morning, we celebrated our Nursery Graduation. All the children performed phenomenally 

well, and we wish them all the very best as they start their full-time education in September. Some of the 

children, of course, will remain with us in our reception class, but we hope that those who are moving on to a 



new school will take away some fantastic memories of their time in our nursery. Thank you to all the staff for 

giving these children such a great start to their journey!  

 

Finally, we said a very fond farewell today to some of our staff members and families who will be relocating 

and starting new chapters in their lives. While it’s always hard to see members of our community move on, 

we are incredibly grateful for the time we've shared and the contributions you've made to our school. You will 

be deeply missed, and we wish you all the very best in your new adventures. May your journey ahead be 

filled with success, happiness, and wonderful new opportunities. 

 

JTMATters for Families 

 

We are pleased to share the very first edition of JTMATters for Families, a magazine created by JTMAT to 

celebrate many recent highlights across both primary and secondary phases of the Trust. Please click on the 

link below or scan the QR code to access this publication. Enjoy! 

 

https://bit.ly/JTMATters-Issue1 

 

 

The 5p Challenge! 

Last half-term, Miss Barker set each class a challenge to collect 

as many 5p coins as they could. The total raised would be used 

to purchase some maths resources for the school and the class 

that raised the most would be rewarded with a special treat! 

Overall, we raised £83.40, and the winning class was Year 2, who 

chose to celebrate with a pizza and sundae party. Well done to 

everyone for supporting the challenge! 

Attendance  

 

The first days back in September really matter. Evidence shows that children who miss days 2, 3 and 4 of the 

new term for unauthorised reasons had a predicted overall absence of almost 45%, or 31 days across the 

term, compared to children who missed days near the end of term, with a predicted overall absence of 20-

30%. 

 

We are very keen as a school to work together to ensure parents have all the best possible information. There 

are resources here that we think you will find useful. This includes a reminder that the NHS advises that it is 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FJTMATters-Issue1&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C40f2f1f9ff2e48f04aab08ddc2dac7bb%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638880968326304786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qOc%2B%2F47ItiZEnEYvQzvskqz8M6uy%2BSw2mVHVZmCVBDI%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5ocy51ay9saXZlLXdlbGwvaXMtbXktY2hpbGQtdG9vLWlsbC1mb3Itc2Nob29sLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNzE4Ljc5ODEwNDExIn0.vspt82GLT4MzOBxRejidhFAPIlb2RWUkirf3LCURZa0/s/2591346379/br/222807775127-l


fine to send children to school with a minor cough or cold provided they don’t have a temperature and what 

parents can do if their child is facing attendance challenges. 

We look forward to increasing good patterns of attendance next academic year and enhancing the school’s 

already strong and supportive ethos and culture around this. We look forward to celebrating 100% on the first 

day back on Wednesday 3 September 2025! Thank you! 

 

Shobnall Stars Booking Forms 

Please don’t forget to book your places a week in advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds, or Shobnall 

Stars Night Owls which is our after-school club.  

You will need to complete one form per child, on a weekly basis. Forms will need to be submitted by 12noon 

the Friday before you wish to book. Please also select your breakfast options in advance to assist with 

catering, specifying dietary requirements if necessary. You can book your place by accessing the information 

booklets here or by scanning the QR codes below.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYXNzZXRzLmNoaWxkcmVuc2NvbW1pc3Npb25lci5nb3YudWsvd3B1cGxvYWRzLzIwMjIvMTIvYWFhLWd1aWRlLWZvci1wYXJlbnRzLW9uLXNjaG9vbC1hdHRlbmRhbmNlLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNzE4Ljc5ODEwNDExIn0.inPFDe96g2W9P4jlN6KPtvGcSnNN4akJRPiueSEJDOI/s/2591346379/br/222807775127-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYXNzZXRzLmNoaWxkcmVuc2NvbW1pc3Npb25lci5nb3YudWsvd3B1cGxvYWRzLzIwMjIvMTIvYWFhLWd1aWRlLWZvci1wYXJlbnRzLW9uLXNjaG9vbC1hdHRlbmRhbmNlLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNzE4Ljc5ODEwNDExIn0.inPFDe96g2W9P4jlN6KPtvGcSnNN4akJRPiueSEJDOI/s/2591346379/br/222807775127-l
https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/shobnall-stars/


 



Year 2 Parents 

 

When your child moves into Year 3 in September, they 

will no longer be eligible for Universal Infant Free School 

Meals. If you would like your child to continue having 

school dinners, please ensure you pay for meals via 

ParentPay. Our catering provider is launching a new 

menu in September and a school meal will be priced at 

£3.00. If you meet the entitlement criteria, you may be 

eligible for free school meals. If you do, further 

information on how to apply can be found here. 

 

Story Garden – Summer Reading Challenge 2025 
 

It’s that time of year again when we 
are approaching the start of 
the Summer Reading Challenge. 
This year's Summer Reading 
Challenge produced by The Reading 
Agency and delivered in partnership 
with libraries is Story Garden – 
Adventures in Nature and the 
Great Outdoors. This exciting new 
theme will inspire children to tap into 
a world of imagination through 
reading, exploring the magical 
connection between storytelling and 
nature. 
 
The aim of the Challenge is to help encourage children to read during the summer holidays so that they 
maintain and improve their reading levels and interest in reading for pleasure. The Summer Reading 
Challenge can: 

• Help to prevent the summer reading ‘dip’ for pupils.  

• Ensure pupils are ready for their return to school in the autumn.  
• Support the transition between year groups and key stages. 

• Improve language skills, especially for those for whom English is a second language. 

The Challenge ends on Monday 15 September. 
 
Children can visit the library to sign up to the Challenge and receive their starter pack. Taking part in the 
Challenge is completely free. If children cannot visit the library, they can also take part online 
here www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk and collect virtual badges and prizes. There is a Mini Challenge 
for 0-4s and the main Challenge for children aged 5-12. Older children are welcome to take part too! 
 
The aim of the Challenge is that children borrow and read 6 books (or as many as they are comfortable to 
read even if this is less than 6) during the summer holidays. Children will receive stickers and other incentives 
when they visit the library and, when they complete the Challenge, they will receive a medal and a certificate. 
Children can borrow any fiction and non-fiction as books or audio books and can also make use of the e-
library to borrow ebooks, e-audio books and e-comics . . .all of which count! Here is the link to the e-

library eLibrary - Staffordshire County Council 
 

Activities will be running in libraries linked to the 
Challenge during the summer holidays. The majority 
of these will be free to attend although booking 
through the library may be required. If children do 
not have a library card, joining the library is free and 
they can do it by visiting a library with a parent or 
carer or their parent / carer can join online here. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Q001.aspx
https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/school-dinners/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C5d86b58b8a9248d13d6608dc91c54a34%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638545524560715145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vznzZbIHYfrmf%2FluErgDZzL2rOil2uB1il0D%2Fwn5RWo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.staffordshire.gov.uk%2FLibraries%2FLibrary-services%2FeLibrary%2FeLibrary.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C5d86b58b8a9248d13d6608dc91c54a34%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638545524560726842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xhhTtyQFI5LQeRNMRPiYY0hNJe0eZrrpjlVxtOfRByg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstafford.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk%2Fcustom%2Fweb%2Fregistration%2Findex2.html&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C5d86b58b8a9248d13d6608dc91c54a34%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638545524560734230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SC%2BY29ivKZsm4uSnuzMt4ZqjeFNhyeh3nBnweHsXqhk%3D&reserved=0


Eco Tips to Beat the Heat! 
 
As the temperature rises, let's ensure we stay cool 
while being kind to the planet. Here are some quick 
sustainability tips for the scorching summer days: 
 

• Harness the power of the sun by drying your 
clothes outside instead of using a dryer. 

• Conserve water by taking shorter showers and 
watering plants during cooler hours. You can 
even reuse water from paddling pools for your 
garden plants. 

• Save energy by switching off fans or cooling devices when not in use or when going to sleep. Close 
curtains to keep the house cooler. 

• Keep hydrated with a reusable water bottle, minimizing single-use plastic waste. 
 

Together, we can enjoy the summer while making sustainable choices. 
 

Safety Tip! 

Spending time in or around water is a brilliant way for children to stay active and 

make memories; however, it’s vital to understand the dangers.  

 

This week’s guide is packed with tips to help you keep young people safe around 

water, at home, school, and further afield. 

  

From teaching children what beach flags mean to why inflatables should stay in 

pools, this guide is designed to support parents and educators in promoting water 

safety. Whether it’s a bath, a beach, or a boating lake, being prepared can help 

prevent avoidable tragedies. 

 

FREE Uniform! 
 

We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated 
outside the school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please 
could we ask that these are cleaned and in good condition before 
placing in the box outside the school office. If you need any uniform, 
you will need to pop down to the Family Hub on Waterloo Street, 
DE14 2NJ. The Family Hub do not have the capacity to reply to 
emails but do have uniform on site all year round and are open 
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.00pm.  
 

Reading Corner 
 
This week’s recommended read is for children aged 5+…  

Time Runs Like a River 
Written by Emma Carlisle 

 

Time runs like a river, never resting, moving steadily on. But if we notice 

how different each minute can be, we can appreciate them before they 

are gone. Rivers can be fast-flowing or still, raging or calm, just like us. 

This lyrical picture book from the award-winning artist Emma Carlisle 

explores the concepts of time and change through the ebb and flow of a 

river. From the fleeting flash of a kingfisher to the slow grinding of pebbles, 

this beautiful book encourages readers to notice the big and small things 

happening in nature, as well as reflecting on things which have come and 

gone and those yet to be enjoyed. 



Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ 

guidance which has further information if you are 

unsure whether to send your child to school or not. 

We are always happy to advise in line with this 

guidance, so if you are still in doubt, please contact 

the school office if your child develops any symptoms 

and we can discuss this further with you.  

Children can come to school with mild 

respiratory illnesses. This includes general cold 

symptoms: a minor cough, runny nose, or sore 

throat. However, children should not be sent to 

school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above.  

Please note, we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided 

in the original container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the adult to report to the school office and sign the 

“Late Book”, giving a reason for lateness. This is important so that the school office knows your child 

is in school and can mark your child in in the class register. The class registers in the classrooms 

close at 8.55am when lessons start. 

When reporting an absence, please could we ask that parents contact the school office before 9.30am 

and state clearly reasons for absence. Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can 

be! Remember, every pupil, every day! Thank you for your support.  

This week’s Attendance Champions are Year 6! Here are the latest figures… 

Reception 97.8% Target 

Year 1 95.6%  
97% Year 2 94.4% 

Year 3 99.0% 

Year 4 96.9% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 97.8%  
95.8% Year 6 100.0% 

Overall 97.3%  

 

Our attendance champions for the year are…Year 4 with 96.4%! 

 

Team Points 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
18.07.25) 
 

42 15 22 17 

Position 
 
 

1st – 4 Points  4th – 1 point  2nd – 3 Points 3rd – 2 Points 

Running Total 
 
 

20 12 8 10 

 

Congratulations to Claymills! 

 

Claymills have claimed the Team Points Shield and will have their name engraved on the shield over the 

summer break, ready for the return in the autumn term. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Diary Dates 2025-2026 

Event Date/Time 

INSET Day Monday 1st September 2025 

INSET Day Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

School Reopens for Pupils Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 24th October 2025 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 3rd November 2025 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 26th November to Friday 28th  
November 2025 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Cinderella,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Tuesday 9th December 2025, 10.00am 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 19th December 2025, 2.00pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 5th January 2026 

Young Voices 2026 Thursday 15th January 2026 

Year 6 Laches Wood Monday 26th January to Friday 30th January 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 13th February 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 23rd February 2026 

School Closes for Easter Friday 27th March 2026, 2.00pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 13th April 2026 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 4th May 2026 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 11th May 2025 to Friday 15th May 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd May 2026 

INSET Day Monday 1st June 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Tuesday 2nd June 2026 to Friday 5th June 2026 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 8th June 2026 to Friday 12th June 2026 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 3rd July 2026 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 

 

Autumn Term Diary Dates 

Event Date/Time 

School Photographs Thursday 11th September 2025 

Welcome to Nursery – Workshop for Parents Tuesday 16th September 2025, 11.00am 

Welcome to Reception – Workshop for Parents Tuesday 16th September 2025, 2.30pm 

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)  
CLOSED for staff training 

Tuesday 30th September 2025 

Harvest Tuesday 7th October 2025 

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)  
CLOSED for staff training 

Thursday 9th October 2025 

PFA Halloween Discos Friday 17th October 2025 

• Reception, Y1, Y2 – 3.45pm – 5.00pm 

• Y3, 4, 5 & 6 – 5.15pm – 6.30pm 

Parents’ Evening  Monday 20th October 2025 
Wednesday 22nd October 2025 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 24th October 2025 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 3rd November 2025 

Open Evening Thursday 6th November 2025, 4.30-6.00pm 

Odd Socks Day Monday 10th November 2025 

Parent Coffee Morning Friday 14th November 2025, 9.00am – 10.00am 

Children in Need Friday 21st November 2025 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 26th November 2025 to Friday 28th 
November 2025 inclusive 

Christingle Tuesday 2nd December 2025 

A Nursery Noel Thursday 4th December 2025, 9.15am  



PFA Christmas Market Friday 5th December 2025 

Reception / Year 1 Nativity Monday 8th December 2025, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Cinderella,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Tuesday 9th December 2025, 10.00am 

Year 2 / Year 3 Nativity Thursday 11th December 2025, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Christmas Lunch / Christmas Jumper Day Wednesday 17th December 2025 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 19th December 2025, 2.00pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 5th January 2026 

 



 





  



 


