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17th October 2025 

 “Wisdom is the reward you get for a lifetime of listening when you’d have preferred to talk." 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

It has certainly been a very ‘spooky’, but fun day in school as the children have been dressed in their own 

clothes and costumes ready for tonight’s disco. The PFA would like to thank everyone who has bought 

tickets, which promises to be ‘spooktacular!’ Don’t forget that there will also be a range of other goodies on 

sale at both discos so children will need to bring a little extra spending money should they wish to purchase 

anything on offer. We will let you know the grand total that has been raised in next week’s newsletter! 

 

Thank you to Lovell Homes for visiting us this week to open our sandpit! We hope that you have seen the 

photos from the grand opening on Instagram @shobnallprimary which also shows you all the latest moments 

from around school! 

 

We look forward to welcoming parents into school next week for our parent consultations on Monday 20 

October and Wednesday 22 October 2025, 4.00 – 7.00pm. We also welcome the Scholastic Book Fair, which 

will be open on both nights – a perfect opportunity to get an early start on your Christmas shopping! 

 

Thank you once again for your continued commitment to ensuring 

your children are here, ready, and on time every day. The whole 

school community continue to embrace our Little Heroes campaign 

– HERE, EVERYDAY, READY, ON TIME.  

 

We hope that you have a great weekend and, as always, we look 

forward to seeing you again on Monday! Enjoy!  

SHOBNALL PRIMARY & NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

mailto:shb-office@shb.jtmat.co.uk


  

Outstanding Repairs to Shobnall Road 

 

We wanted to give some advance warning that outstanding repairs to Shobnall Road are set to be carried out 

next month.  

 

During earlier works to install a new shared footpath and cycleway, crews uncovered hidden defects beneath 

the road surface that required more complex repairs than originally planned. 

 

At the time, it wasn’t possible to extend the existing road closure due to the number of other schemes taking 

place across Burton and the need to keep traffic moving. 

 

The outstanding repairs are now planned to begin on Sunday 16 November 2025, lasting three days. This 

will involve a full road closure for one day, followed by two days of temporary two-way traffic lights in operation 

between 9.30am and 2.30pm. 

 

The timing of the works has been carefully chosen to avoid clashing with other local schemes and to reduce 

disruption during Screamfest at the nearby Adventure Farm. 

 

Further details will be shared with residents closer to the start of the works.  
 

Halloween Safety 

 

Halloween is a time for fun and spooky excitement, but safety should always come first. The Child Accident 

Prevention Trust (CAPT) has put together a practical guide to help families enjoy Halloween while avoiding 

common hazards. From fire risks linked to costumes and candles, to visibility tips for trick-or-treating after 



dark, their 12 top safety tips are essential reading for 

parents and carers. Explore the full advice and 

downloadable resources here: Halloween Safety 

Tips – CAPT.  

 

Staffordshire Police have also produced a ‘No trick or 

treaters’ poster.  If you don’t want trick or treaters, 

please print and display the poster in your window. If 

you see someone displaying a no trick or treat poster, 

please be considerate and do not call at those 

homes. If you see anti-social behaviour 

please report it to the police.  
 

Year 7 Secondary School Applications 

 

The application window for a September 2026 start at 

secondary or high school is only open for a short while 

longer!  

 

Parents can apply online at   

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions.  

 

Deadline for applications is 31 October 2025. 

 

Reception Application Process  
 

The application process for a reception place for 

September 2026 will open on 1 November 2025. 

The easiest way for parents to apply is online. 

Further information can be found on Staffordshire 

County Council Website. The closing date is 15 

January 2026. 

 

The school office has a letter informing parents 

about the process, which we are happy to distribute 

to prospective families. If you would like a copy of 

this, please contact us. 

 

Open Evening – Thursday 6 November 2025, 4.30pm – 6.00pm  

 

Don’t forget about our forthcoming Open Evening on Thursday 6 

November, 4.30pm to 6.00pm.  

 

The admissions window opens for places in our Reception and 

Nursery classes in November, so as well as welcoming potential new 

parents to look round our school, this is also a great opportunity for 

our existing parents to visit too and see some of the wonderful things 

that are happening!  
 

So, please join us as we showcase our school, our vision, our values, 

our philosophy and our approaches. Our theme this year is ‘Once 

Upon an Open Evening’ and much of the work on display will be based 

around the joy of reading! You will meet our staff and our children and 

get to see first-hand our work on the curriculum. We look forward to 

seeing you there!  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcapt.org.uk%2Fhalloween%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C79e603b889744417c3c408de0af340ed%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638960237748165446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tin1Orx54kaW4fM8ri5zy9mkbET7tCNLjNJEgBWqDeI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcapt.org.uk%2Fhalloween%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C79e603b889744417c3c408de0af340ed%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638960237748165446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tin1Orx54kaW4fM8ri5zy9mkbET7tCNLjNJEgBWqDeI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2116/halloween-poster
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2116/halloween-poster
https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/ro/report/asb/asb/report-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shobnall Stars Booking Forms 

Please don’t forget to book your places a week in advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds, or Shobnall 

Stars Night Owls which is our after-school club.  

You will need to complete one form per child, on a weekly basis. Forms will need to be submitted by 12noon 

the Friday before you wish to book. Please also select your breakfast options in advance to assist with 

catering, specifying dietary requirements if necessary. You can book your place by accessing the information 

booklets here or by scanning the QR codes below.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter is Coming… 

 

Temperatures are dropping, and you may be 

thinking about, or already have, turned the 

heating on. It's important to stay safe and 

look after your health, especially if you are an 

older person or have a medical condition.  

 

Generally, having your thermostat set to 18 - 

21 degrees will make sure that your heating 

will only turn on when it needs to and won't 

get too hot. Some other things you can do to improve your home's energy efficiency are:  

• Bleed your radiators regularly; 

• Lower the flow temperature of your boiler; 

• Use thermostatic radiator valves (TRVs) to control the temperature setting in each room; 

• Look into getting a smart thermostat.  

 
Safety Tip!  

They’re everywhere online, but do you really know what memes are saying?  
 
This week’s guide explores the role of memes in youth culture - and why they’re 
not always as harmless as they seem.  
 
From hidden messages to misinformation, we break it down. 
  
Plus, we share four simple ways parents and educators can guide young people 
to engage more safely with memes – encouraging empathy, critical thinking and 
healthier digital habits. 

 

https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/shobnall-stars/


FREE Uniform! 
 

We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated 
outside the school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please could 
we ask that these are cleaned and in good condition before placing in the 
box outside the school office. If you need any uniform, you will need to 
pop down to the Family Hub on Waterloo Street, DE14 2NJ. The Family 
Hub do not have the capacity to reply to emails but do have uniform on 
site all year round and are open Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.00pm 



Reading Corner 
 
This week’s recommended read is for children aged 9+…  

Blitzers 
Written by Alastair Chisholm  
 

Brimming with dark secrets, Alastair Chisholm’s Blitzers is an edge-of-your-

seat tech thriller that’ll have gamers gripped as it tackles big topics – big-tech 

abuses of power, toxic masculinity, and aggression versus empathy – in a 

relatable, readable fashion.  

 

Everyone in Danny’s school is crazy about Blitzers, Tamagotchi-style virtual 

creatures with a notable difference – rather than being super-cute characters 

that need to be fed, Blizters are definitely “not cute. You don’t feed them, you 

train them to fight”. After finally getting his hands on a Blitzer, Danny is 

dismayed to discover that his creature isn’t exactly the fighting machine he’d 

longed for. Rather, Chew Lip “looks a bit like a tubby robot bear made from 

cubes. Its mouth is curved into a weird smile”.    

Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not. We are always happy to advise in line with this guidance, so if 

you are still in doubt, please contact the school office if your child develops any symptoms and we can discuss 

this further with you.  

Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. This includes general cold symptoms: a 

minor cough, runny nose, or sore throat. However, children should not be sent to school if they have a 

temperature of 38°C or above.  

Please note, we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided 

in the original container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the 

adult to report to the school office and sign the “Late 

Book”, giving a reason for lateness. This is important 

so that the school office knows your child is in school 

and can mark your child in in the class register. The 

class registers in the classrooms close at 8.55am 

when lessons start. 

When reporting an absence, please could we ask that 

parents contact the school office before 9.30am and 

state clearly reasons for absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day! Thank you for your support. This week’s Attendance Champions are Year 2! Well done! Here are the 

latest figures…  

Nursery 90.4% Target 

Reception 97.8%  
Whole School –  
97% 

Year 1 92.1% 

Year 2 99.2% 

Year 3 93.2% 

Year 4 98.8% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 97.3%  
97.2% Year 6 95.0% 

Overall 95.9% 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Head Teacher’s Awards                                                 OPAL Play Awards 

 

Team Points 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
17.10.25) 
 

45 22 45 24 

Position 
 
 

1st – 4 points  3rd – 2 points  1st – 4 points  2nd – 3 points 

Running Total 
 
 

21 15 15 14 

 

Hot Lunch Options 20.10.25 – 24.10.25 

 

Nursery Zeenat S Jawaria H 

Reception Logan S-B Aurora-Rose S 

Year 1 Freddie B Emmie L 

Year 2 Cooper Z Fatima A 

Year 3 Ahmed M Astrid R 

Year 4 Inaaya A Rupert C 

Year 5 Olivia K Alina P 

Year 6 Keyarah B Elliot M 

Nursery Adheera A 

Reception Dorothy C 

Year 1 Maya P 

Year 2 Amelia M 

Year 3 Sabiha N 

Year 4 Yahya K 

Year 5 Aiza L 

Year 6 Inam U 



SHOBNALL SHOWCASE! 

Let’s have a sneaky peek as to what has been going on in our classrooms this week… 

Nursery 

We have continued the Autumn theme this week and have 

had a wonderful time sharing our Autumn treasures! We 

loved sharing our homework and talked about the different 

objects and the different signs of Autumn we noticed on 

our walks. 

In the creative patch we added leaves onto Autumn trees 

using tools including bottles, apples and cotton buds- the 

results were fantastic. 

On Friday we had fun exploring a pumpkin, we scrapped out the seeds and pulp ready for carving a face! It 

was great to feel the texture and see what it looked inside! 

Reception  

Our Reception children have been diving into the world of The Gruffalo in 

preparation for our upcoming Open Evening, and they can’t wait to show 

you all they’ve been up to! As part of this exciting project, they’ve been 

showcasing their creativity and teamwork by making musical instruments 

to create a sound story, with each instrument representing a different 

character from the story. They’ve also been busy crafting clay Gruffalos, 

plate snakes, pine cone owls, and leaf foxes, bringing the story to life with 

wonderful textures and colours. One of the highlights has been their 

collaborative creation of a giant Gruffalo made entirely from natural 

materials found outdoors. To top it all off, the children have been listening 

to The Gruffalo soundtrack and drawing what they hear, exploring how 

music can spark imagination. We’re so proud of their hard work and can’t 

wait for you to see it all! 

Year 1 

This week, Year 1 have continued developing their understanding of part-whole 

models and how to use them to support writing number sentences in Maths. In 

English, the children have been busy practising their Autumn poem performance, 

incorporating musical instruments to bring the poem to life! In RE, we have been 

learning about the importance of loving and caring for our world and thinking of 

ways we can show this in our daily lives. The children have also been enjoying 

learning simple German phrases, building their confidence with greetings and 

classroom vocabulary. In DT, we have made an exciting start on our windmill 

creations, beginning to bring our designs to life with care and creativity. What a 

wonderful week! 

Year 2 

What a fantastic week we’ve had in Year 2! This week, the 

children have been busy writing their own diary entries 

inspired by the Great Fire of London, taking us all the way 

back to 1666. Their creativity and effort have been 

amazing to see! 

In Forest School, we had an incredible session around the 

fire. The children enjoyed melting chocolate, making a fruit 

fondue, and even toasting marshmallows – which were 

absolutely delicious! It was a wonderful hands-on 

experience that everyone really enjoyed. 



We’ve also had some fun in music this week. The children have loved exploring different sounds and rhythms, 

and it’s been brilliant to see their enthusiasm and engagement.  

On top of all the fun learning, we are delighted to share that Year 2 have won the Attendance Champion 

Award once again! This is our fourth time this year – a huge well done to all the children for coming to school 

near enough every day and on time. 

Overall, it’s been a fun-filled and successful week in Year 2! 

Year 3 

What an excellent week it’s been in Year 3! The children 

created some super electrical posters in DT, linking their 

learning to the Stone Age – they really showed their 

creative side. In Geography, they enjoyed a lively debate 

about whether they would like to live near a volcano or not, 

sharing thoughtful reasons and great enthusiasm. In 

English, the class worked incredibly hard to publish their 

explanation texts all about the life cycle of a plant, 

producing some truly brilliant writing. Well done, Year 3 – 

I'm so proud of your effort and enthusiasm!  

Year 4 

It’s been another busy and exciting week of 

learning in Year 4! In maths, we’ve been 

developing our skills through lessons on 

exchanging across two columns, using efficient 

methods, finding equivalent differences, and 

learning how to estimate answers and check 

strategies. The children have shown great focus 

and determination. In English, we explored how 

to use pronouns for clarity and cohesion, and how paragraphs help to organise our ideas effectively. In PE, 

we continued our hockey unit, building on our teamwork and control skills. In computing, we looked at the 

World Wide Web and how it forms part of the wider internet. In science, we carried out an experiment to test 

which materials are insulators and conductors, making some interesting discoveries! We also began our new 

geography topic, “Where Does Our Food Come From?” exploring how food impacts the environment, what it 

means to trade responsibly, and studying the journey of a cocoa bean. A fantastic week, Year 4!  

Year 5  

What a busy week it’s been in Year 5! 

In Maths, we have been exploring 

common multiples and factors. The 

children have shown great 

determination as they worked through 

challenges and developed a deeper 

understanding of number 

relationships. In English, we have 

been putting the finishing touches to 

our Moon landing diary entries.  

In Geography, we’ve continued our 

study of the Alps, researching why 

people visit this incredible region - 

particularly the beautiful city of 

Innsbruck. The children have enjoyed finding out about the range of activities and attractions that make the 

Alps such a popular destination all year round. Our Science lessons have also been hands-on and full of 

curiosity this week! We investigated the factors that affect solubility, working brilliantly in groups to plan and 

carry out fair tests, and record our observations carefully. 



Year 6  

What a fantastic week it’s been in Year 6! 

In Maths, we have now wrapped up our 

unit on the four operations and have 

confidently moved on to exploring 

fractions. The children are already 

showing great enthusiasm as they tackle 

this new topic with curiosity and 

determination. In English, we’ve begun an 

exciting new narrative unit based around a 

model text, where the children are crafting 

imaginative stories about a native animal 

they encounter while exploring the 

Amazon Rainforest. The creativity and 

descriptive language being used is already 

impressive! Over in Art, we’ve been using graffiti art as a powerful form of expression. The children have 

been creating bold and colourful designs that promote positivity and self-expression, and the results have 

been both thoughtful and inspiring. In Science, we’ve been busy investigating how shadows change. Through 

hands-on experiments, the children have made excellent observations and are beginning to draw conclusions 

about how light behaves. In PE, we’ve continued our Outdoor Adventure unit. The children have shown great 

collaboration and perseverance as they worked in teams to solve a range of problem-solving tasks – it’s been 

wonderful to see their teamwork in action! A brilliant effort all round – well done, Year 6! 

Diary Dates 2025-2026 

Event Date/Time 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 24th October 2025, 3.30pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 3rd November 2025 

Year 6 Class Assembly Thursday 13th November 2025, 9.00am 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 26th November to Friday 28th  
November 2025 

Year 2 Class Assembly Thursday 27th November 2025, 9.00am 

PFA Christmas Market Friday 5th December 2025 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Cinderella,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Tuesday 9th December 2025, 10.00am 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 19th December 2025, 2.00pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 5th January 2026 

Young Voices 2026 Thursday 15th January 2026 

Year 5 Class Assembly Thursday 22nd January 2026, 9.00am 

Year 6 Laches Wood Monday 26th January to Friday 30th January 2026 

PFA Valentine’s Disco Friday 6th February 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 13th February 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 23rd February 2026 

Year 3 Class Assembly Thursday 26th February 2026, 9.00am 

PFA Easter Bingo Friday 20th March 2026 

Year 1 Class Assembly Thursday 26th March 2026, 9.00am 

Year 5 Hampton Court Palace Thursday 26th March 2026 

School Closes for Easter Friday 27th March 2026, 2.00pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 13th April 2026 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 4th May 2026 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 11th May 2026 to Friday 15th May 2026 

PFA Midsummer Cinema Night Tuesday 19th May 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd May 2026 

INSET Day Monday 1st June 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Tuesday 2nd June 2026 to Friday 5th June 2026 



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 8th June 2026 to Friday 12th June 2026 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 3rd July 2026 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 

 

Autumn Term Diary Dates 

Event Date/Time 

Parents’ Evening  Monday 20th October 2025 
Wednesday 22nd October 2025 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 24th October 2025 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 3rd November 2025 

Open Evening Thursday 6th November 2025, 4.30-6.00pm 

Odd Socks Day Monday 10th November 2025 

Year 6 Class Assembly Thursday 13th November 2025, 9.00am 

Parent Coffee Morning Friday 14th November 2025, 9.00am – 10.00am 

Children in Need Friday 21st November 2025 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 26th November 2025 to Friday 28th 
November 2025 inclusive 

Christingle Tuesday 2nd December 2025 

A Nursery Noel Thursday 4th December 2025, 9.15am  

PFA Christmas Market Friday 5th December 2025 

Reception / Year 1 Nativity Monday 8th December 2025, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Cinderella,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Tuesday 9th December 2025, 10.00am 

Year 2 / Year 3 Nativity Thursday 11th December 2025, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Christmas Lunch / Christmas Jumper Day Wednesday 17th December 2025 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 19th December 2025, 2.00pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 5th January 2026 

 

 

 


