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13th March 2026 

 “To the world, you may be one person, but to one person you may be the world."  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

It has been another busy and exciting week at school, 

with lots of learning and special events taking place 

across all year groups both in and outside of the 

classroom. Thank you to all our families for your 

continued support as it makes such a difference to 

our school community. As we move further into the 

spring term, we are looking forward to several 

activities and events that bring our pupils, families 

and staff together. 

 

This week we have been celebrating British Science Week in school. Pupils have taken part in a range of 

exciting science activities designed to encourage curiosity, creativity and problem-solving as the theme this 

year has been "Curiosity: what's your question?". From hands-on experiments to exploring how science 

impacts our everyday lives, the children have enjoyed discovering new ideas and thinking like scientists. It 

has been wonderful to see their enthusiasm, teamwork and thoughtful questions throughout the week and 

you can read more about what the children have been doing in the ‘Shobnall Showcase’ at the end of the 

newsletter! 

 

On Tuesday we were delighted to welcome Reverend Simon into school to lead a special assembly with the 

children as we reflected on the importance of Mother’s Day. The assembly gave pupils an opportunity to think 

about the many ways the special people in their lives care for and support them. We would like to take this 

opportunity to wish all the mums and special caregivers in our school community a very happy Mother’s Day 

and thank you for everything you do. We hope that you get spoilt rotten on Sunday! 

 

A reminder that the PFA Easter Bingo will be taking place next week on Friday 20 March. This is always a 

fantastic event for families and a great opportunity to come together as a school community. There will be 

plenty of fun, prizes and Easter excitement for everyone. Thank you to all the children for coming in non-

uniform today and for the very kind chocolate donations that will be given as prizes next week!  We hope to 

see as many families there as possible while raising valuable funds to support our school. 
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Don’t forget that we will also be coming to school in non-uniform next Friday in support of Red Nose Day, 

which raises money for Comic Relief. We look forward to a fun day while supporting such an important cause. 

 

Finally, we would like to wish all families who will be celebrating Eid at the end of next week a very happy and 

peaceful Eid. We hope it is a joyful time spent with family and friends. Eid Mubarak! 

 

Thank you again for your continued support, and we look forward to another great week ahead. Have an 

amazing weekend! Enjoy! 

 

PFA Easter Bingo – Friday 20 March 2026 

We would love to see as many of you as 

possible attend our Easter Bingo as there is a 

chance you could win chocolate eggs and other 

Easter themed prizes! This will be held on 

Friday 20 March in the school hall. Doors open 

from 5.00pm with ‘eyes-down’ at 5.30pm. Mr 

Adams is bingo caller once again and tea, 

coffee, cold drinks, hotdogs, chips, vegetable 

pakoras, and other snacks will be on sale. The 

bingo books will be available to purchase at £1 

per book on arrival and we kindly ask that you 

bring your own ‘dabber’ or pen.  

So that the hall can be set up in time, After School Club will move to the year 2 classroom on this night only. 

We do hope that you are able to come and support this event, which is always tremendous fun!  

Red Nose Day – Friday 20 March 2026 

On Friday 20 March, we will be celebrating Red Nose Day 
in aid of Comic Relief!  

The school will be turning RED to celebrate, so we thought 

we would go ‘red-to-toe’ again this year! So, as part of their 

non-uniform, we are asking the children to dust off their 

ruby slippers, pop on their lobster suits, or simply don 

some scarlet socks. How far they go is up to them!  

We ask that they bring a donation of 50p to £1 for this 

privilege. All proceeds from this event will go towards 

Comic Relief. We hope that you can support the 

fundraising!  



 



Mother’s Day 

The children have been 

preparing some lovely 

surprises this week in 

preparation for Mothering 

Sunday on 15 March. We 

would like to take this 

opportunity to wish all our 

mums and special caregivers 

a very, “Happy Mother’s Day!” 

Reverend Simon Archer 

joined us for assembly on 

Tuesday and shared with us 

some interesting information 

and facts about this very 

special day: 

 Although Laetare Sunday – the fourth Sunday of Lent – had been associated with mothers and family 

since medieval times, it wasn’t until the beginning of the 20th century that a push towards an official 

day celebrating mothers in England was started. Constance Smith, a vicar’s daughter from 

Nottinghamshire, was inspired to start the Mothering Day Movement after reading an article on Anna 

Jarvis and her campaign for an official day to honour mothers in the US. Constance Smith was a High 

Anglican and believed that the liturgy of the Church of England for the fourth Sunday of Lent truly 

captured the idea of a day honouring mothers. So, when choosing the date for Mothering Sunday in 

England, she went back to the Laetare Sunday, which was when children who worked away from 

home received a day off to visit their mothers and the mother church or cathedral. 

 In the 18th century, in addition to picking flowers to hand to their mothers at home, young girls working 

as domestic servants also brought products from their masters’ larders to bake a special Mothering 

cake or Simnel cake – a fruit dessert topped with marzipan and decorated with flowers, either fresh or 

crystallised. 

 Mother's Day is the biggest flower buying day of the year in Britain. 

 More phone calls are made on Mother’s Day than any other day of the year! 

 One of the earliest Mother's Day celebrations was in Ancient Greece. The Greeks would have spring 

celebrations in honour of Rhea, the goddess of fertility, motherhood, and generation. 

 In the USA, Mother’s Day was founded in 1908 and is held in May. An American woman named Anna 

Jarvis wanted to remember her mother, who had died. She asked her friends to wear white carnations 

to church. 

Good News for Mrs Lukman! 

We are delighted to share the lovely news that Mrs Lukman is expecting her second 

child in July. We are all very pleased for her and her family and know that the children 

and staff will join us in congratulating her on this exciting news.  

Plans for Mrs Lukman’s maternity leave are currently underway, and we will share 

further information with families once arrangements have been finalised. In the 

meantime, we wish Mrs Lukman all the very best as she prepares to welcome her 

new arrival.  

Easter & Eid Celebrations – Tuesday 17 March 2026 (EYFS/KS1) & 

Wednesday 25 March 2026 (KS2) 

As these two wonde rful events fall within a matter of weeks of each 

other, we thought we would mark them by holding our own celebrations 

in school! EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 will have received a letter outling 

plans for their celebration being held on Tuesday 17 March 2026, and 

Key Stage 2 will have received a letter outling plans for their celebration 



being held on Wednesday 25 March 2026. Please refer to the relevant letter for further information. Many 

thanks for your continued support. 



St. Patrick’s Day  

St. Patrick's Day takes place on 
Tuesday! The Irish have observed this 
day as a religious holiday for over 1,000 
years. Here are some interesting facts 
about this historic event:  

 St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated 
annually on 17 March, the 
anniversary of his death in the 
fifth century. The Irish have 
observed this day as a religious 
holiday for over 1,000 years. On 
St. Patrick’s Day, which falls 
during the Christian season of Lent, Irish families would traditionally attend church in the morning and 
celebrate in the afternoon. Lenten prohibitions against the consumption of meat were waived and 
people would dance, drink and feast on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and cabbage. 

 Saint Patrick, who lived during the fifth century, is the patron saint of Ireland and its national apostle. 
Born in Roman Britain, he was kidnapped and brought to Ireland as a slave at 16. He later 
escaped, but returned to Ireland and was credited with bringing Christianity to its people. 

 In the centuries following Patrick’s death (believed to have been on March 17, 461), the mythology 
surrounding his life became ever more ingrained in the Irish culture: Perhaps the most well-
known legend of St. Patrick is that he explained the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) using 
the three leaves of a native Irish clover, the shamrock. 

 The red-haired, green-clothed Leprechaun is commonly associated with St. Patrick’s Day. The original 
Irish name for these figures of folklore is “lobaircin,” meaning “small-bodied fellow.” In Celtic folktales, 
leprechauns were cranky souls, responsible for mending the shoes of the other fairies. 

 The shamrock, a three-leaf clover, has been associated with Ireland for centuries. It was called the 
“seamroy” by the Celts and was considered a sacred plant that symbolized the arrival of spring. 
According to legend, St. Patrick used the plant as a visual guide when explaining the Holy Trinity. By 
the 17th century, the shamrock had become a symbol of emerging Irish nationalism.  

FREE Uniform! 
 
We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated 
outside the school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please 
could we ask that these are cleaned and in good condition before 
placing in the box outside the school office. If you need any uniform, 
you will need to pop down to the Family Hub on Waterloo Street, 
DE14 2NJ. The Family Hub do not have the capacity to reply to emails 
but do have uniform on site all year round and are open Monday to 
Friday, 8.30am to 4.00pm. 
 

Eco-friendly Easter 

The days are getting longer and brighter, which means 

that Easter is approaching. Easter can create a lot of 

unnecessary excess waste, so check out these top 

tips: 

• Look for recyclable, compostable 
packaging.  

• If you can't avoid the plastic, make sure 
you recycle it afterwards.  

• Recycle the foil! Did you know you can recycle foil in your kerbside recycling? Or take it to 
your nearest recycling centre  

• Shop local and Fairtrade. 
• Get creative - make decorations from things you already have in the house.   
• Use natural dye for your eggs - things like purple cabbage, beetroot and turmeric will work well.  
• Compost your eggshells. 

https://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-was-saint-patrick
https://www.history.com/news/st-patrick-slavery-pirate-kidnapping-real-facts
https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-christianity
https://www.history.com/news/st-patricks-day-myths-debunked
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnN0YWZmb3Jkc2hpcmUuZ292LnVrL1dhc3RlLWFuZC1yZWN5Y2xpbmcvcmVjeWNsaW5nY2VudHJlcy9SZWN5Y2xpbmdDZW50cmVzLW92ZXJ2aWV3LmFzcHg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDMwNy45MTQyMzkyMSJ9.PQo381jheWcz_vyk_aJ8qAIH0J8FOL-to38hjmVYU7Q%2Fs%2F2907700753%2Fbr%2F238369480368-l&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7Cc000bbd0574143554d6208dc3eba2da2%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638454216548826401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OAIaDSkgwKXtyqxwuwTxWj%2BYIxBR9uFZ5CsQjXuL20Y%3D&reserved=0


  



Shobnall Stars Booking Forms 

Please don’t forget to book your places a week in advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds, or Shobnall 

Stars Night Owls which is our after-school club. You will need to complete one form per child, on a weekly 

basis. Forms will need to be submitted by 12noon the Friday before you wish to book. Please also select your 

breakfast options in advance to assist with catering, specifying dietary requirements if necessary. You can 

book your place by accessing the information booklets here or by scanning the QR codes below.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hot Lunch Options 16.03.26 – 20.03.26 

 

Safety Tip!  

Streaming services have become the go-to entertainment choice for many families, with children often 

favouring on-demand platforms over traditional television. This edition explores the realities behind these 

services, from rising subscription costs and advert-supported tiers to the impact of autoplay and endless 

content libraries on young viewers’ screen time and wellbeing. 

https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/shobnall-stars/


It also highlights key safeguarding concerns, including age-inappropriate material, binge watching, 

algorithm-driven recommendations and phishing scams. With clear, practical advice for setting profiles, PINs 

and time limits – alongside tips for discussing algorithms and stereotypes – this guide supports parents and 

educators in promoting safer, healthier streaming habits 



Reading Corner 

This week’s recommended read is for children aged 3+…  

The Magic Feather 
Written by Julia Donaldson 

 

A rhyming fairy-tale adventure about the magic of nature and caring for 

our environment from the Number One bestselling Julia Donaldson, 

author of The Gruffalo, and Catherine Rayner, winner of the Kate 

Greenaway Medal for Illustration. 

Imagine if you could speak to birds . . . that's just what happens to one 

young girl when she is given a magic feather that transforms their trills 

and twitters into words - and she discovers that they need her help! 

Join her as she embarks on an amazing journey across the sea to save their nests from the queen's 

woodcutters in The Magic Feather.A stunningly illustrated book with a wonderful rhyming tale about magic, 

nature and looking after our environment from the creators of The Go-Away Bird. 

Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not.  

 

Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. However, children should not be sent to 

school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note, we can only accept and administer 

prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original container as dispensed by a 

pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility 

of the adult to report to the school office and 

sign the “Late Book”, giving a reason for 

lateness. This is important so that the school 

office knows your child is in school and can 

mark your child in in the class register. The 

class registers in the classrooms close at 

8.55am when lessons start.  

When reporting an absence, please could we 

ask that parents contact the school office 

before 9.30am and state clearly reasons for 

absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day! Thank you for your support.  

This week’s Attendance Champions are Year 2! Well done! Here are the latest figures… 

Nursery 87.2% Target 

Reception 91.7%  
Whole School –  
97% 

Year 1 88.3% 

Year 2 100% 

Year 3 99.0% 

Year 4 95.8% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 96.4%  
96.1% Year 6 98.3% 

Overall 96.3% 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Head Teacher’s Awards                                                 OPAL Play Awards 

 

Team Points 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
13.03.26) 
 

29 6 29 22 

Position 
 
 

1st – 4 points 3rd – 2 points 1st – 4 points  2nd – 3 points 

Running Total 
 
 

12 7 7 10 

 

SHOBNALL SHOWCASE! 

Let’s have a sneaky peek as to what has been going on in our classrooms this week… 

Nursery 

We have had a fantastic week continuing to explore our theme, 

Little Sprouts, Big Dreams! 

Potatoes were a feature throughout our provision during the 

week as we mashed boiled potatoes, used them in our maths 

adventures to explore numbers, painted with them, hammered 

pegs into them. They even featured in some very special cards 

we made. Our creativity shone through as we embellished our 

printed potatoes with fantastic attention to detail. We can’t wait 

to share them with our loved ones. 

Our home learning was a mashing success this week as we were all excited to share our super potato friends. 

It was fun to hear how each of us had created we had some great drawings and real potatoes- there was 

even one with robot arms and legs! We are sure Supertato is going to be very happy with his new friends. 

Our very hungry cress caterpillar is looking fantastic with lots of green appearing very quickly. We can’t wait 

to use them to make some tasty sandwiches next week. 

Reception  

This week in Reception, the children have been setting sail on an 

exciting pirate adventure! They have been learning about famous 

pirates from the past and bringing the stories to life by making 

pirate ships out of clay. In the construction area, they’ve been 

building their own pirate ships, and in role-play, they’ve been 

sailing the high seas on their very own imaginary vessels. The 

children practiced their maths skills with a “walk the plank” game, 

exploring the concepts of one more and one less, and discovered which objects float or sink. To finish their 

Nursery Theo C Mila W 

Reception Kumayl H Noah H 

Year 1 Emmie L Freddie B 

Year 2 Amelia M Harvey K 

Year 3 Daisy J Alfie T 

Year 4 Mohammed-Y Evie J 

Year 5 Gordon Z Baaqir A 

Year 6 Seb J Alicia F 

Nursery  

Reception Sophie L 

Year 1 Anaiah H 

Year 2 Khadijah F 

Year 3 Sabiha N 

Year 4 Jacob S 

Year 5 Meerab N 

Year 6 Dylan S 



adventure, they created treasure maps and filled their treasure chests with sparkling jewels and gold coins, 

combining creativity, problem-solving, and lots of fun!  

Year 1 

What a wonderful week in Year 1! We kicked off the 

week by making fruit smoothies on Monday. The 

children enjoyed chopping and juicing the different fruits, 

and they tasted pretty yummy too! In English, we have 

finished drafting our pirate diary entries. All the staff in 

Year 1 are so impressed with how hard the children have 

worked. They have used capital letters, full stops, 

conjunctions and adjectives throughout their writing. In 

Maths, we have been looking at adding tens and ones 

together. Although this has been tricky, we have been 

persevering and working really hard. We also celebrated 

British Science Week and are conducting an experiment 

to see if you can grow plants in space. We planted two tomato plants: one is staying in the classroom and the 

other has been placed in the freezer. We cannot wait to update you on our results! In Geography, we have 

been learning all about the weather and have created our own wind catchers. Well done Year 1! 

Year 2 

Year 2 have had a lovely and busy week of learning. In Maths, we 

have been exploring measurement, learning the difference 

between centimetres and metres. The children enjoyed going on 

a measuring walk around school, using metre sticks to measure 

the hall and the windows.  

In English, we wrote our own instructions for how to make the best 

pancakes ever, and we are very excited to try them out next week 

when we make our own pancakes. We have also started learning 

about Martin Luther King Jr., and the children have really enjoyed 

finding out who he was and why he is important. 

Year 3 

What another manic week in year 3 - jam 

packed with learning and fun. The children 

have been completing their Spring 

assessments. They should be all be 

extremely proud of how hard they've worked 

and how much progress they've all made. 

  

In Geography, the children have been 

continuing to learn about Antarctica. They 

learnt that no-one officially is a resident of 

Antarctica and that people who visit 

Antarctica are either tourists or researchers. 

The children wrote a card to a family member 

informing them of all the activities and 

responsibilities that people who live on 

Antarctica must do. The children thoroughly 

enjoyed Forest School once again. Despite a 

lack of rain, the children got creative and still 

managed to make a mudslide as well as 

some clay faces and brilliant dens. Well done 

year 3 - keep it up! 



Year 4 

Year 4 have had a great week of learning! In 

DT, we completed our unit by making biscuits 

for a specific target audience. Before baking, 

we worked with a budget and were only 

allowed to choose up to three additional 

ingredients, making sure we stayed within our 

spending limit. We also created a name and 

logo for our biscuits and designed packaging, 

carefully thinking about our target audience. 

For British Science Week, we investigated our 

curiosity question: How do boats float? The 

children enjoyed exploring ideas and sharing 

their predictions. In maths, we looked at equivalent fraction families, building our understanding of how 

fractions can represent the same value. In English, we held a class debate about whether Banksy is an artist 

or a vandal, sharing our opinions and listening to different viewpoints.  A great week – well done, Year 4! 

Year 5 

Year 5 have had a very focused week as they 

completed their spring assessments. The children 

approached each test with great concentration and 

worked incredibly hard. We are very proud of the 

positive attitude and effort they showed throughout the 

week. 

In French, the children have started a new unit called 

Shopping in France. They have been learning the 

numbers and the names of different fruits, practising 

how these might be used when buying items in a shop. 

In History, the children have been learning about the Roman roads in Burton and exploring how settlements 

in Burton-upon-Trent have changed over time. They enjoyed discussing why settlements developed where 

they did and how the town has grown through different historical periods. Well done, Year 5, for your fantastic 

focus and effort this week!  

Year 6  

Year 6 have comp leted their Mock SATs week this week and it 

has been fantastic to see the progress that has been made by all 

of the children! It has been really pleasing to see how much the 

children have improved since the last set of assessments, and it 

will now allow us to focus on the areas that some children may 

still find challenging over the coming weeks as we continue to 

prepare for the real SATs. The children showed great 

determination and resilience throughout the week and should be 

very proud of the effort they put into each test. In English, we have 

now completed our chimney sweep stories, and I have been 

blown away by the quality of the writing produced. The children 

worked incredibly hard to include rich vocabulary, detailed 

descriptions and engaging plots, resulting in some fantastic final 

pieces. In History, we have been exploring different inventions 

from the Victorian era and discussing how these inventions 

helped to shape the world we live in today. In Science, we have 

been researching different parts of the human body, including the 

brain, heart and lungs, and learning about the important roles they play in keeping us healthy and functioning. 

A fantastic week, Year 6 – well done everyone! 



Diary Dates 2025-2026 

Event Date/Time 

PFA Easter Bingo Friday 20th March 2026 

Year 1 Class Assembly Thursday 26th March 2026, 9.00am 

Year 5 Hampton Court Palace Thursday 26th March 2026 

School Closes for Easter Friday 27th March 2026, 2.00pm 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 13th April 2026 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 4th May 2026 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 11th May 2026 to Friday 15th May 2026 

PFA Midsummer Cinema Night Tuesday 19th May 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd May 2026 

INSET Day Monday 1st June 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Tuesday 2nd June 2026 to Friday 5th June 2026 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 8th June 2026 to Friday 12th June 2026 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 25th June 2026, 9.00am 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 3rd July 2026 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 

 

Spring Term Diary Dates  

Event Date/Time 

Comic Relief Friday 20th March 2026 

Eid al-Fitr Thursday 19th March 2026/Friday 20th March 2026 31st  

PFA Easter Bingo Friday 20th March 2026, 5.00pm 

Mother’s Day Lunches – Reception Monday 23rd March 2026 

Mother’s Day Lunches – Year 1 Tuesday 24th March 2026 

Key Stage 2 SATs Meeting for Parents Tuesday 24th March 2026, 3.30pm, Year 6  
Classroom 

Mother’s Day Lunches – Year 2 Wednesday 25th March 2026 

Mother’s Day Lunches – Year 3 Thursday 26th March 2026 

Year 5 Hampton Court Palace Thursday 26th March 2026 

Shobnall Stars Easter Treats Sale  Thursday 26th March 2026 

Mother’s Day Lunches – Year 4 Friday 27th March 2026 

School Closes for Easter Friday 27th March 2026, 2.00pm 

Mother’s Day Lunches – Year 5 Monday 13th April 2026 

Mother’s Day Lunches – Year 6 Tuesday 14th April 2026 

  

 



 


