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15th May 2026 

 “I’m not afraid of storms, for I’m learning how to sail my ship.” 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We have been incredibly proud of our year 6 pupils this 

week, who have been undertaking their SATs. They have 

shown considerable effort, and we have all been 

impressed with their attitude and the positivity they have 

displayed throughout the week. Whatever the outcome, it 

certainly won’t be because of a lack of effort. I would like 

to thank all the staff involved in ensuring that the tests 

have run smoothly and in turn, the many parents who 

have supported their children during this period. I hope 

that everyone involved has a very relaxing time over the 

weekend! All our other year groups have been just as 

busy though, and I hope you enjoy reading about what 

they have been up to in this week’s ‘Shobnall Showcase’ 

further on in the newsletter. 

 

There is a lot planned in the upcoming weeks, so please 

keep your eye on the diary dates at the end of each 

newsletter and ensure that you keep checking your inbox 

for any important information that is sent to you by email. 

I am meeting with Mr Bishop next week to finalise plans 

for Sports Day in June and Year 4, 5 and 6 will soon be 

informed of the arrangements and information on how to 

purchase tickets for their performance of ‘Aladdin’ at the 

Brewhouse. 

 

Thank you to everyone for supporting our Wear it Green 
Day today! The money you have helped raise will go 
towards vital research and delivering community 
programmes in support mental health. The Mental Health 
Foundation have provided a series of resources to promote 
the theme of ‘action’ as part of Mental Health Awareness 
Week if you are interested in exploring further.  
 

Don’t forget that school meals for KS2 pupils are still priced 

at just £2.00. Please keep taking advantage of this offer and 

support its continuation. The children continue to enjoy the 

new menu! 

 

Whatever it is that you are doing this weekend, whether it 
be going away or settling down to watch the Eurovision 
Song Contest, we hope that you have a great and relaxing 
one and look forward to seeing you again on Monday!  
 
Enjoy! 

SHOBNALL PRIMARY & NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

mailto:shb-office@shb.jtmat.co.uk
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/public-engagement/mental-health-awareness-week
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/public-engagement/mental-health-awareness-week


 



Term Dates and INSET Days 2026-2027 
 
As we begin to put together the calendar for the next 
academic year, we wanted to give you advance notice of our 
scheduled INSET days for 2026-2027:  

 

• Tuesday 1 September 2026 

• Wednesday 2 September 2026 

• Monday 4 January 2027 

• Monday 12 April 2027 

• Friday 2 July 2027 

As always, please keep an eye out at the end of the newsletter for key dates, as those for the autumn term 
will start appearing imminently.  
 
To view the school holidays and term dates for 2026-2027, please click here, but they are included at the end 
of the newsletter for your reference.  

 
OPAL Stay and Play – Wednesday 20 May, 2.00pm – 3.30pm  
 
We warmly welcome you to join us for our OPAL Stay and Play event. This will be 
a whole-school event where all children will be taking part in outdoor play activities.  
 
The afternoon will begin with a short presentation delivered by Miss Brewin and 
Amy, our OPAL Mentor, where more information will be shared about OPAL and 
the exciting journey our school has been on so far. Following this, parents and 
carers will be invited outside to meet their children, play alongside them and 
experience OPAL in action. The PFA will be providing snacks and refreshments 

during the event. Please bring along some cash if you wish to purchase refreshments, as all money raised 
will go towards purchasing more OPAL equipment for the children. We hope to see you there! 

 
FREE Uniform! 
 
We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated 
outside the school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please could 
we ask that these are cleaned and in good condition before placing in the 
box outside the school office. If you need any uniform, you will need to 
pop down to the Family Hub on Waterloo Street, DE14 2NJ. The Family 
Hub do not have the capacity to reply to emails but do have uniform on 
site all year round and are open Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.00pm. 
 
Shobnall Stars Booking Forms 

Please don’t forget to book your places a week in advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds, or Shobnall 

Stars Night Owls which is our after-school club. You will need to complete one form per child, on a weekly 

basis. Forms will need to be submitted by 12noon the Friday before you wish to book. Please also select your 

breakfast options in advance to assist with catering, specifying dietary requirements if necessary. You can 

book your place by accessing the information booklets here or by scanning the QR codes below.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/termdates.aspx
https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/shobnall-stars/


 



 



NEW Trial Hot Lunch Options 18.05.26 – 22.05.26 

 

Reading Corner 

This week’s recommended read is for children aged 11+…  

A Sister Like You 
Written by Sarah Hagger-Holt 

 

When Ella and Ari start at St Hilda's secondary school, they both feel alone. 

But after a chance meeting at auditions for the choir, they become friends. 

When they discover that not only are they both adopted, they're actually 

sisters, their worlds are turned upside down. While Ari is excited, Ella doesn't 

know how to respond, and the differences between Ari's laid-back dads and 

Ella's old-fashioned Mum only adds to the tension. Then Ella's faced with the 

challenge of her Grandma's sudden illness, and when she leans on Ari in her 

time of need, the two families decide to try and make the relationship work, 

finding harmony together despite their differences. 

 

Safety Tip! 

Online grooming is a growing and deeply concerning threat, with thousands of offences recorded each year 

in the UK. This edition explores how offenders build trust with children through fake identities, flattery, gifts 

and group chats before exploiting that relationship. It also examines the rise of sextortion and how gaming 

platforms and social media can become gateways for harm. 

Beyond sexual exploitation, the guide highlights criminal grooming and radicalisation, helping adults 

recognise that manipulation can take many forms. With practical advice on spotting warning signs, creating 
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open conversations and understanding the platforms children use, this resource empowers parents and 

educators to intervene early and keep young people safer online. 



Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not. Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. 

However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note, 

we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original 

container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the adult to 

report to the school office and sign the “Late Book”, giving a 

reason for lateness. This is important so that the school 

office knows your child is in school and can mark your child 

in in the class register. The class registers in the classrooms 

close at 8.55am when lessons start.  

When reporting an absence, please could we ask that 

parents contact the school office before 9.30am and state 

clearly reasons for absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day! Thank you for your support. This week’s Attendance Champions are Year 6! Well done! Here are the 

latest figures… 

Nursery 98.7% Target 

Reception 95.0%  
Whole School –  
97% 

Year 1 96.1% 

Year 2 98.9% 

Year 3 97.5% 

Year 4 99.5% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 97.9%  
95.9% Year 6 100% 

Overall 97.9% 

 

Head Teacher’s Awards                                                 OPAL Play Awards 

 

Team Points 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
15.05.26) 
 

104 82 122 97 

Position 
 
 

2nd – 3 points  4th – 1 point 1st – 4 points 3rd – 2 points 

Running Total 
 
 

10 8 20 14 

Nursery Yassin A Archie W 

Reception Cody A Rory P 

Year 1 Kethana R Gianna R 

Year 2 Ava T Khadijah F 

Year 3 Riley T-F Sofia K 

Year 4 Hassnain Q Noah H 

Year 5 Alizah A Zayn S 

Year 6 EVERYONE! 

Nursery  

Reception Bella A 

Year 1 Azaan K 

Year 2 Millie G 

Year 3 Hassan A 

Year 4 Penelope T 

Year 5 Thea K 

Year 6 Charlie W 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

SHOBNALL SHOWCASE! 

Let’s have a sneaky peek as to what has been going on in our classrooms this week… 

Nursery 

We have had a great week in 

nursery completing some 

wonderful artwork for our display. 

We were inspired by the work of 

Henry Rousso and after ripping, 

scrunching, pressing and sticking a 

variety of media our fabulous 

jungle scene was complete. 

We then moved onto painting our 

own tigers! We looked at images of 

tigers and used different sized 

brushes to add features. We also 

mixed paints to create the colours 

we needed. Including a beautiful 

green for sparkling, fierce eyes!  

Later in the week we shared the story, ‘Little Sunflower,’ by Suzanne Fossey. We were very interested to 

learn about the life cycle of a sunflower and on Friday we became gardeners by planting our own sunflower 

seeds. We are excited to see the next stage in our seeds journey. We will be making sure they have plenty 

of sunlight and a sprinkling of water to help the stem begin to shoot through the soil. 

Reception 

This week in Reception, the children have been busy 

exploring different lifecycles through a range of 

exciting hands-on activities. We have been learning 

about the lifecycle of a frog by using chia seeds and 

toy frogs to represent the different stages, helping the 

children understand how frogs grow and change. The 

children have also enjoyed observing our caterpillars 

as they begin turning into cocoons, and they have 

been fascinated by the changes taking place. In art, 

the children created beautiful frog-inspired artwork 

using a variety of media and techniques. We have 

also been reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar and 

using puppets to role-play the story, helping the children explore the lifecycle of a butterfly in a fun and 

engaging way. In maths, we have been learning about numbers to 20 and using Numicon resources to 

support our understanding of number bonds to 10. The children have shown great enthusiasm and curiosity 

throughout all their learning this week.  

Year 1  

We’ve had a wonderfully busy week in Year 1. In English, I have been so impressed with how hard the 

children have worked while writing their own versions of the Jack and the Beanstalk story. Their ideas have 

been imaginative and their confidence in storytelling is really growing. In Maths, we have been focusing 

on sharing, grouping, and halving numbers and quantities. The children have enjoyed using practical 

resources to explore these concepts and are becoming much more confident in explaining their thinking. In 

RE, we have been learning about different religions and discussing how they are similar to and different from 

our own experiences. The children have shown great curiosity and respect during our conversations. 

This afternoon, we spent time exploring primary colours in our sketchbooks. The children loved experimenting 

and recording their discoveries, and their creativity really shone through. 



Year 2  

This week in Year 2, we have had a lovely and very busy week of learning! In English, the children have been 

writing up their postcards for their final piece, and they have all worked incredibly hard. We are so proud of 

the absolutely beautiful writing they have produced, showing fantastic effort, creativity, and presentation. In 

Maths, we have been learning about telling the time, focusing on five minutes past and five minutes to the 

hour, and the children have enjoyed practising reading clocks and are becoming much more confident. In 

Science, we have been exploring habitats around the world and learning about the differences between them, 

which the children have really enjoyed, especially when discussing how animals and plants adapt to their 

environments. We have also continued to develop our reading fluency and comprehension skills throughout 

the week, and it has been wonderful to see the children growing in confidence every day. Well done, Year 2, 

for another fantastic week! 

Year 3 

In Maths, the children have 

finished their work on money 

and have now moved on to 

time. They have been learning 

about Roman numerals, 

focusing especially on the 

numbers found on a clock face. 

In English, the children have 

started their new unit on writing 

instructions for how to build an 

Iron Age roundhouse. They 

also took on the role of estate 

agents and wrote persuasive 

texts explaining why someone 

should buy their roundhouse. In Science, the children have been analysing data from an experiment in which 

they monitored the length of a shadow throughout the day. They created bar charts to present the data they 

collected. In French, the children gave short presentations describing different items they might find in their 

school bag. They did brilliantly speaking confidently in a new language. Well done, Year 3, for another 

fantastic week of learning. 

Year 4 

This week in Year 4, the children have 

been busy with lots of exciting learning 

across the curriculum. In English, the 

children have been publishing their 

informal email recounts. It has been 

wonderful to read them and see the 

children using lots of description 

through expanded noun phrases and 

fronted adverbials to help create 

cohesion in their writing. We have also 

started a new unit on myths, which the 

children are already enjoying. In Maths, 

this week has been all about time. The 

children have been converting between 

analogue and digital times, as well as 

revising days, months and years. In Art, we washed our glue batik fabric to reveal brightly coloured, beautiful 

repeating patterns inspired by the rainforest. We then evaluated our designs and considered where our fabric 

patterns would work best, such as on sofas, chairs, wallpaper or blinds. In Science, we created our own 

animals and discussed how they were adapted to survive in the habitats they live in. In History, we explored 

the features of Ancient Egyptian houses and pyramids, comparing how people lived during this fascinating 

period.  A really positive week with lots of great learning! Well done, Year 4! 



Year 5 

In Maths, the children have been 

learning about the translation of 

vertices and shapes as well as 

reflection. They have been developing 

their understanding of coordinates and 

symmetry, showing great confidence 

when describing and moving shapes 

accurately. In English, the children 

have been finishing the drafting and 

editing of their life cycle explanation 

texts based on their chosen animals. 

They have worked hard to improve 

their writing and ensure it is 

informative, well-structured and 

engaging for the reader. 

In Art, the children have been exploring gestural lines and mark making to express emotions and represent 

movement in their artwork. They also experimented with the felt tip and water technique, creating some 

fantastic expressive pieces. At Forest School, the children reunited with Reception once again for a lovely 

shared session. Together, they made and enjoyed s’mores and chapatis!  

Year 6  

Year 6 should be incredibly proud of themselves after successfully completing their KS2 SATs this week. The 

children have worked exceptionally hard throughout the entire year, showing determination, resilience and a 

fantastic attitude towards their learning every single day. Although we will not receive the official results until 

early July, the children came out of their papers feeling confident, positive and proud of the effort they had 

put in, which is exactly what matters most. They approached the week with maturity and perseverance and 

truly gave each test their very best. We have been so impressed with the calm and focused way they handled 

the week and the support they showed one another throughout. To celebrate all of their hard work and 

achievement, the children enjoyed a fantastic party on Friday afternoon, which was full of fun, laughter and 

well-deserved treats! What a brilliant week it has been for Year 6 – well done to every single one of them! 

Diary Dates 2025-2026 

Event Date/Time 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd May 2026 

INSET Day Monday 1st June 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Tuesday 2nd June 2026 to Friday 5th June 2026 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 8th June 2026 to Friday 12th June 2026 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 18th June 2026, 9.00am 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 3rd July 2026 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 

 

Diary Dates 2025-2026 

Event Date/Time 

INSET Day Tuesday 1st September 2026 

INSET Day Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Thursday 3rd September 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November to Friday 27th  
November 2026 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Robin Hood,  Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 



Lichfield Garrick 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 

Year 6 Laches Wood Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 12th February 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 22nd February 2027 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 25th March 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 12th April 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 13th April 2027 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 3rd May 2027 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 10th May 2027 to Friday 14th May 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 28th May 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 7th June 2027 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Tuesday 7th June 2026 to Friday 11th June 2027 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 14th June 2027 to Friday 18th June 2027 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 2nd July 2027 

School Closes for Summer Wednesday 21st July 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Thursday 2nd September 2027 

INSET Day Friday 3rd September 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 6th September 2027 

 

Summer Term Diary Dates 
 

Event Date/Time 

PFA Midsummer Film Night Tuesday 19th May 2026 

Reception Class Assembly Wednesday 20th May 2026 

OPAL Parent Stay and Play Session Wednesday 20th May 2026, 2.00pm 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd May 2026 

INSET Day Monday 1st June 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check Monday 1st June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026 

New Parents Meeting for Nursery & Reception  
Parents 

Thursday 4th June 2026, 5.00pm 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Monday 8th June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Reception  Monday 15th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 1 Tuesday 16th June 2026 

Sports Day – EYFS/KS1 AM & KS2 PM Monday 15th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 2 Wednesday 17th June 2026 

Reserve Sports Day – EYFS/KS1 AM & KS2 PM Wednesday 17th June 2026 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 18th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 3 Thursday 18th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 4  Friday 19th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 5 Monday 22nd June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 6 Tuesday 23rd June 2026 

JTMAT INSET Day – School Closed Friday 3rd July 2026 

Year 6 Leavers’ Disco Friday 10th July 2026, 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

Year 4, 5 & 6 Brewhouse Performance – Aladdin Tuesday 14th July 2026, 1.30pm and 6.00pm 

Nursery Graduation Wednesday 15th July 2026, 9.00am 

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly Thursday 16th July 2026, 9.00am 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 


