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 “Keep your face always towards the sunshine, and shadows will fall behind you."  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

There’s something quietly magical about a 

stretch of sunny days after what feels like an 

endless run of grey skies. This past week 

has brought exactly that! It’s amazing how a 

change in weather can shift our rhythm so 

completely. The sunshine has invited us 

outdoors, nudged us to slow down, and 

reminded us to savour the simple pleasures. 

As we head into the long weekend, there’s 

definitely a renewed sense of energy in the 

air! Here’s to carrying a little of that sunshine 

forward… 

A huge thank you to all the amazing parents who came in to help us build some fantastic OPAL outdoor 

equipment this week! Thanks to your time, effort and creativity, we now have a wonderful music wall, pallet 

houses, a bug hotel, benches, water play stands and even a magical fairy garden for the children to enjoy. 

We truly appreciate your support, and it has made such a difference to the children already!  

SHOBNALL PRIMARY & NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
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The new school menu continues to go from strength-to-

strength! A reminder that school meals for KS2 pupils 

are currently just £2.00, offering great value for a 

healthy, balanced lunch. Remember, this is a time-

limited trial, and its success depends on increased 

uptake, so we really encourage families to take 

advantage of this offer and support its continuation. 

We would also like to inform you that one of our parent 

governor’s term of office is ending and all parents are 

now eligible to stand for election as a parent governor. 

If you are interested in becoming a parent governor, and 

supporting the school’s progress, please contact the 

school office who will provide you with the relevant form to complete. If more than one parent applies for the 

position, then an election will be held. The deadline for applications is 22 May 2026.  

Next week is a shorter week for us in school. Please note that the school will be closed on Monday 4 May for 

the May Day Bank Holiday. 

 

Whatever it is you have planned for the long weekend, we hope that you are able to relax and enjoy spending 

quality time together as families. We look forward to seeing you all again on Tuesday! 

 

Community Safety Reminder – Booster Seat 

Legislation 

Whatever stage your little one is at, you always 

want to keep them safe on the move by using an 

appropriate booster seat or car seat. However, the 

laws around booster seats and car seats can 

sometimes be confusing, and it’s difficult to know 

which one you should use.  

To help, we've pulled together all the rules and 

regulations you need to know about when your 

child should use a booster seat. Here are the 

current laws you need to know: 

¶ All children must travel in a car seat (including booster seats) until they are either 12 years old or 

135cm (150cm in Republic of Ireland) in height, whichever comes first. 

¶ Backless booster seats: Any new backless booster seats can only be used by children who weigh 

22kg or more. If they weigh less than this, they’ll need to either use a car seat or a high-back booster 

seat (see below). 

¶ High-back booster seats: On the other hand, booster seats with backs can be used by children 

weighing between 15-36kg. Again, before they reach this weight, they’ll need to use a car seat. 

By following these laws, you can ensure that your child always travels in an appropriate car seat. Plus, by 

sticking to the weight guide of your chosen car seat and buying from a reputable retailer, you can be sure that 

the model will have been tested appropriately with child safety ratings and will be approved for safe use for 

as long as recommended. We hope you find these reminders helpful. 

Nursery Places Available for September! 

We do still have a few places left in our Nursery setting for 

September, so please enquire if you or someone else you 

know within the community, would like a place in our 

outstanding school. Further information can be found on our 

school website Admissions page on how to apply for a 

place.  

https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/admissions-procedures/


 

May Day 
 
May Day is a festival that 
celebrates the arrival of Spring. 
This day is celebrated throughout 
the world. In many countries it is a 
major holiday such as the United 
Kingdom, India, Romania, 
Sweden, and Norway. In many 
countries the day is celebrated as 
Labour Day. Here are some facts 
about the day...  

 May Day has a long history 
and tradition in England. 
The day is celebrated with 
music and dancing. 
Perhaps the most famous 
part of the celebration is 
the Maypole. Children dance around the Maypole holding onto colourful ribbons. Many people use 
flowers and leaves to make hoops and hair garlands as well. A lot of towns also crown a May Queen 
on this day. 

 May Day has changed throughout history. In Greek and Roman times, it was a day to celebrate spring 
and specifically the goddesses over spring. In early Gaelic times as well as in pre-Christian times in 
Scandinavia, May Day was also a day to celebrate the coming of Spring. When Christianity came to 
Europe and England, May Day became intertwined with Easter and other Christian celebrations.  

 Morris Dancers in England wear hats decorated with flowers, suspenders, and ankle bells. They stomp 
their feet, wave handkerchiefs, and bang sticks together when they dance. One traditional May Day 
dance in England is called the Cumberland Square.  

 A Maypole stands all year long in Inkwell, England. It has been there since 1894. Maypoles were 
sometimes made from old ship's masts. 



Suncream and Sunhats 

 

As the warmer weather now approaches, please don’t forget to send 

your child to school with suncream on and sunhats when we are due to 

have a particulary hot day. Many thanks for your support with this and 

let’s keep our fingers crossed that warmer weather is very much on its 

way! 

 

National Share-A-Story Month 
 
May marks the start of National Share a Story Month, a month 
created by the Federation of Children’s Book Groups (FCBG) to 
celebrate the power of storytelling and encourage children to read 
more. This year’s theme is ‘Once Upon a Storytime.’  The FCBG’s 
plans are designed to celebrate both the joy of sharing stories and 
the importance of our local environment to our health and 
wellbeing. 
 
National Share-A-Story Month (NSSM) is an annual celebration of 
the power of storytelling and story sharing, providing a fantastic 
opportunity to fulfil the core aim of the FCBG of bringing children 
and stories together. Across the country Federation book groups 
and individuals run a whole host of events. The FCBG has plenty 
of ways that you can get involved – read more here.  
 

FREE Uniform! 
 
We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated 
outside the school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please 
could we ask that these are cleaned and in good condition before 
placing in the box outside the school office. If you need any uniform, 
you will need to pop down to the Family Hub on Waterloo Street, 
DE14 2NJ. The Family Hub do not have the capacity to reply to emails 
but do have uniform on site all year round and are open Monday to 
Friday, 8.30am to 4.00pm. 
 
Walk to School Week – 18 to 22 May 2026 

May is National Walking Month and everyone across Staffordshire is being encouraged to ditch the car and 

walk more – especially for those shorter journeys. Before you reach for your car keys, ask yourself: “Could I 

walk instead?”  

Walking is one of the easiest ways to improve your health, boost your mood, and do your bit for the 

environment. Small changes can make a big difference – so why not: 

 ̈ If possible, walk to work or school 

 ̈ Walk to the shops instead of driving 

 ̈ Have a stroll to your local park, library or café 

 ̈ Swap a meeting room for a walking meeting 

 ̈ Enjoy a walk with the dog, family or friends and take a break from screens 

Whether you’re walking for fitness, health, wellbeing or just to get some fresh air, we hope you make every 

step count this May. Let’s walk more, drive less, and feel better – one step at a time!  

Walk to School Week itself takes place on Monday 18 May and will run until Friday 22 May 2026. This Walk 

to School Week primary school pupils across Staffordshire are invited to become Walking Warriors!  

Pupils who walk to school will earn special walking warrior stickers and bookmarks and we will also receive 

Walking Warrior-themed resources to keep pupils engaged. 

https://fcbg.org.uk/nssm/


Walking to school is a great way to start the day! It keeps children active, helps the environment, and even 

boosts concentration in the classroom. Whether you walk the whole way or park and stride (parking a short 

distance from school and walking the rest), every step makes a difference.  

 

Shobnall Stars Booking Forms 

Please don’t forget to book your places a week in advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds, or Shobnall 

Stars Night Owls which is our after-school club. You will need to complete one form per child, on a weekly 

basis. Forms will need to be submitted by 12noon the Friday before you wish to book. Please also select your 



breakfast options in advance to assist with catering, specifying dietary requirements if necessary. You can 

book your place by accessing the information booklets here or by scanning the QR codes below.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEW Trial Hot Lunch Options 05.05.26 – 08.05.26 

 

Safety Tip! 

Exam periods can place significant pressure on young people, affecting their confidence, focus and overall 

wellbeing. This guide explores supportive, realistic strategies to help pupils manage their workload, stay 

organised and maintain balance. From creating effective revision routines to designing calm study spaces, it 

offers practical ways to reduce overwhelm and build a sense of control.  

It also highlights the value of active study techniques, creative revision methods and the thoughtful use of 

technology, including AI tools. With an emphasis on maintaining motivation and protecting mental health, the 

guide encourages a positive, sustainable approach to exam preparation that helps young people feel more 

confident and resilient. 

https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/shobnall-stars/


 



Reading Corner 

This week’s recommended read is for children aged 7+…  

The World’s Last Mammoth 
Written by Mike Barfield 

 

Featuring characteristic cartoon style illustrations and pun filled 

irreverent humour, this is a text that is perfectly suited to attracting 

readers, who will surprise themselves by how many interesting facts 

they will acquire on the way.  

 

The history of the world is full of mysteries waiting to be solved and 

this highly entertaining book charts a fascinating course through 

ancient civilisations, extinct animals, lost treasures, technologies and 

missing historical figures, while also highlighting modern counterparts 

to the ancient wonders and pointing out what has survived against the 

odds. 

 

Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not.  

 

Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. However, children should not be sent to 

school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note, we can only accept and administer 

prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original container as dispensed by a 

pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility 

of the adult to report to the school office and 

sign the “Late Book”, giving a reason for 

lateness. This is important so that the school 

office knows your child is in school and can 

mark your child in in the class register. The 

class registers in the classrooms close at 

8.55am when lessons start.  

When reporting an absence, please could we 

ask that parents contact the school office 

before 9.30am and state clearly reasons for 

absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day! Thank you for your support. This week’s Attendance Champions are Reception! Well done! Here are 

the latest figures… 

Nursery 92.3% Target 

Reception 93.3%  
Whole School –  
97% 

Year 1 95.3% 

Year 2 99.5% 

Year 3 99.6% 

Year 4 99.2% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 95.7%  
95.9% Year 6 94.2% 

Overall 96.5% 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Head Teacher’s Awards                                                 OPAL Play Awards 

 

Team Points 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
01.05.26) 
 

40 47 106 47 

Position 
 
 

3rd – 2 points  2nd – 3 points 1st – 4 points 2nd – 3 points 

Running Total 
 
 

6 5 12 9 

 

SHOBNALL SHOWCASE! 

Let’s have a sneaky peek as to what has been going on in our classrooms this week… 

Nursery 

It has been a roarsome week in nursery! We have continued our theme, 

'Creature Carnival,' by stepping into the jungle.  

It all began on Monday when we arrived to school to find a surprise 

visitor in our class. After further investigation we found Trevor the Tiger 

hiding amongst some leaves. We were all extremely excited and looked 

carefully but didn't touch just in case he hadn't had his breakfast! 

After a fantastic discussion about jungle animals, we were inspired to 

continue our learning through a variety of exciting activities.  

"I used forks and paint to make tiger stripes!" – Zeenat 

"Me and Cody poured water down the funnels to help the elephants 

move and the giraffe got stuck in the tunnel" – Kylan 

"I put the bricks in the garden to make a chair for the tiger." – Mila 

"We chased with the puppets, my crocodile bit Isla's hand." – Theo 

"I drew a tiger hiding in the jungle. I put trees in there. It was Trevor." – Ailya 

"I have made a jungle with lots of papers and shiny paper to scrunch." – Adheera 

We have also learnt about a very special man that Miss Alexander calls a national treasure. His name is 

David Attenborough, and we will be celebrating his special birthday next week! 

It has certainly been a grrrrrreat week in our class! 

Reception 

This week in Reception, the children have been busy exploring the four seasons and learning to spot the 

different signs of each one. They created beautiful sun catchers to represent summer and used flowers and 

Nursery Adheera A Zayan K 

Reception Romi D Nathaniel L 

Year 1 Mustafa A Freddie B 

Year 2 Thomas G Olivia W 

Year 3 Aadam A Aiyla N 

Year 4 Reggie P Jacob S 

Year 5 Yousuf H George N 

Year 6 Aminah A Aleena A 

Nursery  

Reception Logan S-B 

Year 1 Amal M 

Year 2 Hamza I 

Year 3 Sabiha N 

Year 4 Ava O 

Year 5 Musa H 

Year 6 Alfie H 



leaves to make colourful mandalas inspired by spring. For winter, the children used sticks to create pictures 

in the snow, while in our small world area they have been exploring autumn using a range of natural 

resources. The children have also enjoyed making bug hotels from recycled water bottles, encouraging their 

curiosity about the natural world. In addition, they have been developing their mathematical skills by creating 

3D shapes using playdough and straws and taking part in a fun colour hunt where they practised grouping 

and sorting objects by colour and size. It has been a wonderfully creative and engaging week of learning! 

 

Year 1  

In maths, we have continued exploring multiplication, focusing on equal and unequal groups. We have also 

begun learning about arrays. Although this was a little tricky at first, the children showed great perseverance 

and should be very proud of their efforts. In English, we started writing our own versions of Jack and the 

Beanstalk, using our imaginations to change the magical land where the giant lives. I have been so impressed 

by the children’s creativity and enthusiasm. During phonics, we have been practising using sound buttons 

(dots and dashes) to support reading, helping us prepare for the upcoming phonics screening check.Our 

afternoons have focused on developing resilience, especially as we continue sewing our hand puppets. The 

children have shown fantastic determination and care in their work. Well done, Year 1 – keep up the great 

effort! 

Year 2  

We have had a lovely week in Year 2. In Maths, 

we have begun our new topic on time, focusing 

on o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter 

to, and the children are becoming much more 

confident in reading and telling the time. In 

English, we have started writing the beginning 

of our postcards, and the children are really 

enjoying using their imagination and thinking 

carefully about how to start their messages. In 

Geography, we have been learning about the 

Equator and exploring hot and cold places 

around the world, discussing why people might 

choose to live in different climates. In Design and Technology, we have begun designing our own Ferris 

wheels, and the children have shown great creativity and enthusiasm in their ideas. 



Year 3 

Another busy week is in the books for Year 3. The 

children have continued to show super mathematical 

thinking during our Maths lessons. In History, they 

compared the different seasons and explored how 

these would have affected farmers during the Iron Age. 

In Science, the children learned all about shadows and 

how their length changes depending on the distance of 

the light source. They also carried out an experiment 

to observe how a shadow’s length changes throughout 

the course of a day. 

In English, the children have been writing a persuasive report for prospective parents about why their child 

should attend Shobnall. They have been using a fantastic range of synonyms to showcase their rich 

vocabulary. Well done, Year 3, on another brilliant week full of learning! 

Year 4 

It has been another great week in Year 4, well done to 

everyone for their hard work! In Maths, we have been 

focusing on rounding, comparing and ordering decimals. 

We are now beginning our new unit on money. In our first 

few lessons, the children have been writing amounts as 

decimals and converting between pounds and pence. In 

English, we have begun writing our informal email 

recount based on a trip. The children have been 

describing the climate, places they have visited and food 

they have tasted. They have worked hard to include a 

range of fronted adverbials, expanded noun phrases and 

contracted words to create an informal tone. In Science, 

we explored classification, grouping animals based on 

their characteristics. In Art this week, we created mood boards inspired by the rainforest. We then explored 

a range of techniques to develop imagery, selecting interesting sections of pictures to draw and using different 

materials and tools to show colour and texture. This led to some fantastic abstract animal drawings. In RE, 

we discussed good choices and not-so-good choices and investigated the importance of the Noble Eightfold 

Path for Buddhists. 

Year 5 

In Maths, the children have been learning how to calculate angles 

around a point and on a straight line. They have been using their 

knowledge that angles around a point total 360° and angles on a 

straight line total 180°, applying this to solve a range of problems. In 

English, the children have been researching the life cycle of a chosen 

animal in preparation for writing their explanation texts. They have 

been thinking carefully about their success criteria and the key 

features needed to make their writing clear and informative. 

At Forest School, the children had a lovely session working alongside 

Reception. They were incredibly supportive and thoughtful, showing 

kindness and maturity as they played and explored together. 

Activities included flower pressing, den building, creating butterflies 

using lollipop sticks, string and pipe cleaners, and even digging for 

worms!  

Year 6  

Year 6 have had another fantastic week and have continued working hard as we move ever closer to SATs, 

with just over a week to go now. In Maths, we have been revising percentages, decimals and fractions, 



focusing on how they are equivalent and how to convert between them confidently. In Reading, we have been 

exploring a range of different text types and practising how to answer more in-depth questions using a point 

and evidence model to help structure our responses clearly and effectively. In PE, we have once again made 

the most of the lovely weather by taking our learning outside, which the children have thoroughly enjoyed. 

Another brilliant week, Year 6 — keep up the hard work for one final push before SATs and have a lovely 

long weekend. 

Diary Dates 2025-2026 

Event Date/Time 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 4th May 2026 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 11th May 2026 to Friday 15th May 2026 

PFA Midsummer Cinema Night Tuesday 19th May 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd May 2026 

INSET Day Monday 1st June 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Tuesday 2nd June 2026 to Friday 5th June 2026 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 8th June 2026 to Friday 12th June 2026 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 18th June 2026, 9.00am 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 3rd July 2026 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 

 

Summer Term Diary Dates 
 

Event Date/Time 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 4th May 2026 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 11th May 2026 to Friday 15th May 2026 

PFA Midsummer Film Night Tuesday 19th May 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd May 2026 

INSET Day Monday 1st June 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 2nd June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check Monday 1st June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026 

New Parents Meeting for Nursery & Reception  
Parents 

Thursday 4th June 2026, 5.00pm 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Monday 8th June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Reception  Monday 15th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 1 Tuesday 16th June 2026 

Sports Day – EYFS/KS1 AM & KS2 PM Monday 15th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 2 Wednesday 17th June 2026 

Reserve Sports Day – EYFS/KS1 AM & KS2 PM Wednesday 17th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 3 Thursday 18th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 4  Friday 19th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 5 Monday 22nd June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 6 Tuesday 23rd June 2026 

JTMAT INSET Day – School Closed Friday 3rd July 2026 

Year 6 Leavers’ Disco Friday 10th July 2026, 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

Year 4, 5 & 6 Brewhouse Performance – Aladdin Tuesday 14th July 2026, 1.30pm and 6.00pm 

Nursery Graduation Wednesday 15th July 2026, 9.00am 

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly Thursday 16th July 2026, 9.00am 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 


