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12th June 2026 

 “Choose to be optimistic. It feels better.” 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

There has been a lot happening in school as 

ever this week and the ‘Shobnall Showcase’ 

at the end of the newsletter will highlight just 

how busy the children, and staff, have been! 

We hope that you enjoy reading this. 

Although the weather hasn’t quite got the 

memo that we’re well into June, with plenty of 

rain and grey skies this week, the forecast is 

looking much more promising for the 

weekend and into next week. Hopefully 

summer is finally on its way!  

 

Today, our Year 1, Year 2 and Ocean Explorers children are enjoying a fantastic visit to Ash End Farm. 

Educational visits provide wonderful opportunities for children to bring their learning to life and create lasting 

memories, and we’re sure they will have a brilliant day exploring, learning and meeting the animals. We look 

forward to hearing all about their adventures when they return to school. 

 

As previously mentioned, the weather forecast is looking good for Monday, so we are anticipating that Sports 

Day will be going ahead as planned. Please see the plan of the field for each session so that spectators know 

where to go and note these few reminders as mentioned in last week’s newsletter: 

• EYFS / KS1 Sports Day will start at 9:15am.  

• KS2 Sports Day will start at 1.15pm.  

• The PFA are running a barbeque at both events, so please bring some cash or a card if you would 
like to purchase any drinks or snacks. Halal options will be available.  

• Unfortunately, we are unable to provide a high number of chairs, so you are more than welcome to 
bring your own to sit on. 

• Please could ALL children come appropriately dressed in their correct PE kit on the day. Please see 
https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/school-uniform/ if you need further guidance. 

• Please could ALL children ensure they have their water bottles in school with them on the day. If the 
weather is especially warm, sunhats are an essential as is coming to school with sun cream on. If the 
weather is cooler, please could you ensure they have a light jacket/top with them. 

• After the KS2 Sports Day has finished, if you have children in any of the EYFS/KS1 classes, you are 
more than welcome to collect them early via the school office. We look forward to seeing you there!  
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Next week will see us continue to open our doors to a significant number of visitors for our Father’s Day 

lunches. We hope that you enjoy your lunch, and we thank you in advance for taking the time to come into 

school with the children. We look forward to seeing you there! We would also like to remind you that this term 

is a very busy one and our calendar seems to fill up more and more as the days go by so please keep checking 

the ‘Diary Dates’ section at the end of the newsletter for any changes or updates. We hope that you all have 

a very relaxing and restful weekend, and we look forward to seeing you again on Monday! Enjoy! 
 

EYFS / KEY STAGE 1 SPORTS DAY PLAN 



KEY STAGE 2 SPORTS DAY PLAN  

 

Children’s Commissioner: The Big Future Survey 

 

Dame Rachael de Souza, the Children’s Commissioner for England, has published her final survey. The 

survey is open to all children in England and asks about childhood today – about the things that worry them, 

the things they love, the ways they have fun, and the changes they want for a better future. The survey closes 

on 23 October. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FTheBigFuture%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C97fcf2985b784b10a50608debfcbeecf%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639159079824984183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AfYG4%2BdoAmkJHwYLhWbcL8wekEK8AR9bKG1q0fZacwk%3D&reserved=0


She is asking for your support in helping your children take part in her national survey, The Big Future. 

Your child can take part here: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 

 

As schools and colleges return for the final weeks of the academic 

year, this is a valuable opportunity for children and young people 

to reflect on their experiences, state what matters most to them, 

and share about their hopes and ambitions for the future in their 

own words. 

 

The findings will be published next year, and they will help shape the conversations and decisions being made 

about children’s lives and futures for years to come. 

 

JTMAT Exceptional Achievement Award  
 

It is with great pleasure that we announce that nominations are now open for 

the JTMAT Exceptional Achievement Award, which all John Taylor Multi 

Academy Trust pupils are eligible to be nominated for.  

 

The award, which is open to all year groups in all JTMAT schools, is an 
opportunity for children to gain recognition for their achievements. If you feel as 
though your child may fit one of the critiera for the award stated in the 
information attached to this newsletter, please complete a nomination and send 
it to the email address provided.  
 

FREE Uniform! 
 
We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated 
outside the school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please could 
we ask that these are cleaned and in good condition before placing in the 
box outside the school office. If you need any uniform, you will need to 
pop down to the Family Hub on Waterloo Street, DE14 2NJ. The Family 
Hub do not have the capacity to reply to emails but do have uniform on 
site all year round and are open Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.00pm. 
 
Shobnall Stars Booking Forms 

Please don’t forget to book your places a week in advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds, or Shobnall 

Stars Night Owls which is our after-school club. You will need to complete one form per child, on a weekly 

basis. Forms will need to be submitted by 12noon the Friday before you wish to book. Please also select your 

breakfast options in advance to assist with catering, specifying dietary requirements if necessary. You can 

book your place by accessing the information booklets here or by scanning the QR codes below.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk%2Fthebigfuture&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7Ce547ee1099a042547e7f08debfc09739%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639159031056367351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B2%2BD6GBzgEXE6Tn%2F962%2Frc0zefrgglVGsWsZDKOIbqY%3D&reserved=0
https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/shobnall-stars/


Safety Tip! 

Sports betting has become increasingly visible across apps, websites, social platforms and sports coverage, 

making it easier for young people to encounter gambling messages before they are old enough to take part 

legally. This guide explores how betting content can appear through adverts, influencers, tipsters, friends, 

gaming spaces and even adult accounts. 



NEW Trial Hot Lunch Options 15.06.26 – 19.06.26 

 

School meals for KS2 pupils are still priced at just £2.00. Please keep taking advantage of this offer 

and support its continuation. The children continue to enjoy the new menu! 

 

Reading Corner  

This week’s recommended read is for children aged 9+…  

The Children of Wolf Rock 
Written by Natasha Farrant 

 

Stormy Loch Academy is like no other teaching establishment. For one, 

its headmaster, Major Fortescue, believes in sharing the beauty of the 

world with his students, so that they will have the courage to fight for it.  

 

For Minna, Kass and Tom it proves to be the safe haven from their 

chaotic home lives, giving them all a chance to breathe freely, and to 

roam the valleys and lakes on their doorstep.  

 

But then they come across Addie, an older ex-student, hiding out in the 

wild, with only her guitar and her dog for company. At first they believe 

her stories, but when she goes missing, the lies she has told start to 

emerge. 

 

With Addie at risk, Minna, Kass and Tom must travel to London to uncover her past. The journey is 

dangerous, especially for those so young . . . But these are the children of Stormy Loch, and bravery and 

adventure runs through their bones . . . 

  



 

 



Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not. Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. 

However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note, 

we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original 

container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the adult to 

report to the school office and sign the “Late Book”, giving a 

reason for lateness. This is important so that the school 

office knows your child is in school and can mark your child 

in in the class register. The class registers in the classrooms 

close at 8.55am when lessons start.  

When reporting an absence, please could we ask that 

parents contact the school office before 9.30am and state 

clearly reasons for absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day! Thank you for your support. This week’s Attendance Champions are Year 4! Well done! Here are the 

latest figures… 

Nursery 94.2% Target 

Reception 95.0%  
Whole School –  
97% 

Year 1 94.4% 

Year 2 97.8% 

Year 3 89.9% 

Year 4 99.5% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 92.2%  
95.9% Year 6 91.7% 

Overall 94.3% 

 

Head Teacher’s Awards                                                 OPAL Play Awards 

 

Team Points 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
12.06.26) 
 

24 82 79 74 

Position 
 
 

4th – 1 point  1st – 4 points 2nd – 3 points 3rd – 2 points 

Running Total 
 
 

1 4 3 2 

Nursery EVERYONE! 

Reception Olive F Ariana I 

Year 1 EVERYONE! 

Year 2 EVERYONE! 

Year 3 Jack P Shayaani R 

Year 4 EVERYONE! 

Year 5 Toby N Aiza L 

Year 6 Jonah M-Y Elliot M 

Nursery  

Reception Bella A 

Year 1 Dawoud A 

Year 2 Fatima A 

Year 3 Teigan W 

Year 4 Safia A 

Year 5 Gordon Z 

Year 6 Aleena A 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


SHOBNALL SHOWCASE! 

Let’s have a sneaky peek as to what has been going on in our classrooms this week… 

Nursery 

We began the week exploring the oceans in recognition of 

World Ocean Day. We found it shocking to learn about all 

the rubbish that ends up in the sea and harms sea 

creatures. After a thoughtful discussion we thought carefully 

about how we could help. 

“Put rubbish in the bin.” – Ailya 

“Don’t leave your crisp packets on the beach the wind will 

blow in the water.” – Kylan 

“You can use your own bottle and take it home.” – Adheera 

To celebrate the wonders of the sea we used clay to create 

our own sea creatures. It was hard to use at first but after 

rolling it into a ball we pressed hard with the clay roller and 

then began rolling carefully. The results are spectacular! Our forest school session was also linked to the 

ocean as we saved sea creatures from lots of different rubbish, created beautiful coral reefs and made some 

yummy seashell cupcakes. We also had a surprise visitor… a toad! He was very friendly and some of us were 

brave enough to touch him before he jumped off. 

Later in the week we had a great fun learning about firefighters as part of our theme, ‘Capes, Courage and 

Kindness.’ It was exciting to learn about the different ways firefighters help us and the special clothes and 

equipment they have. 

Reception  

This week, Reception have been exploring culture and 

diversity, learning about the wonderful ways people live, 

celebrate, and express their traditions around the world. We 

enjoyed reading Handa's Surprise, which inspired 

discussions about different foods and countries. The children 

explored traditional dress, celebrations, and family 

photographs, celebrating the similarities and differences that 

make us all unique. They have also been investigating 

different types of homes from around the world and using a 

variety of materials to build their own. In our creative 

activities, the children designed beautiful Rangoli patterns 

and experimented with Aboriginal-inspired dot art, 

developing their understanding of different artistic traditions. It has been a fantastic week of curiosity, 

creativity, and celebrating the rich diversity of our world. 

Year 1  

What a fabulous week Year 1 have had! In English, the children have been busy designing their own 

characters for our gingerbread story, showing lots of creativity and imagination. 

In Maths, we have been ordering numbers to 100 and learning how to partition numbers into tens and ones. 

The children have worked really hard and are becoming much more confident with these skills. 

In Art, we have been exploring printing, using a variety of different materials to create patterns and textures. 

The children really enjoyed experimenting and produced some lovely work. 

We are incredibly proud of how well the children have done in their phonics screening check – they have 

worked so hard and should be very proud of themselves!  



To finish the week, we enjoyed a fantastic trip to the farm. 

The children had a wonderful time exploring the different 

areas, meeting the animals and learning all about farm 

life. They were excited to see a range of animals up close 

and showed great enthusiasm as they asked questions 

and shared their knowledge. It was lovely to see their 

confidence grow as they took part in the activities, and 

their behaviour throughout the trip was excellent. The day 

was full of smiles, laughter and memorable experiences, 

and it was a brilliant way to finish such a busy and 

successful week. 

Year 2 

We have had a lovely week in Year 2 this week! Even though the weather has been very wet and rainy, we 

have not let it stop us from enjoying our learning – we have seen so much rain that we were beginning to 

think we might need our wellies in the classroom! In Maths, we have continued looking at different techniques 

for solving problems and developing our reasoning skills. In English, we have started learning about 

persuasive writing and the 

features that make it 

effective. When we return 

next week, we will be using 

these skills to write about our 

fantastic trip to Ash End 

Farm. We have also finished 

our DT project, where the 

children designed and made 

their own Ferris wheels that 

met the design criteria they 

had created. The children 

have thoroughly enjoyed this 

project and are very proud of 

their finished models. In My 

Happy Mind, we focused on 

happy breathing and 

discussed how it can help us when we face friendship challenges, thinking about positive ways we can 

respond to different situations. To top off a wonderful week, we had a fantastic day at Ash End Farm, where 

the children loved seeing the different animals and had lots of fun in the soft play area. It was a brilliant way 

to end the week, and we are all looking forward to writing about our experiences next week.  

Year 3 

What a brilliant week in Year 3, full of learning and 

laughter. In English, the children published their 

instructions of how to build an Iron Age 

roundhouse. The instructions were clear, concise 

and really showed how much knowledge the 

children had. In Maths, the children have been 

getting to grips with angles. They've learnt all 

about acute, 90 degree and obtuse angles. They 

have really impressed me with their tenacity when 

getting to grips with a new topic. In Science, Year 

3 set up their experiment to see what would 

happen if a seed is planted in different conditions. 

The children posed some brilliant questions with excellent hypothesis showing their understanding of what a 

plant needs to grow. Finally, in Geography the children got to grips with reading maps and identifying human 

and physical features in our local area.  Another excellent week of learning Year 3! 



Year 4 

What a great week in Year 4! The children should be incredibly proud of themselves for completing their 

Multiplication Tables Check at the start of the week. Every pupil approached the challenge with a positive 

attitude and did their very best. I am so proud of how hard they have worked to learn their times tables this 

year. This is an important skill that will support their mathematical learning as they move into Year 5 and 

beyond. In English, we began writing our myths based on natural phenomena. It has been wonderful to hear 

the children using ambitious vocabulary and creating vivid descriptions of settings and characters. We have 

some fantastic stories already taking shape. In PE, we have been practising a range of track and field events 

as we prepare for Sports Day. We have also begun rehearsing for our upcoming performance at the 

Brewhouse and for our class assembly. The children are excited to share their Ancient Egypt learning with 

you during our assembly next Thursday morning. In Design and Technology, we have continued working on 

our mindfulness timer project, using Micro bits to explore coding and programming. Another fantastic week 

of learning and achievement. Well done, Year 4!  

 

Year 5 

Year 5 have had another busy and enjoyable week of learning! 

In Maths, the children have been learning how to multiply and 

divide decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. They have been 

developing their understanding of place value and becoming 

more confident when working with decimal numbers. In English, 

the children have been planning their own haiku poems. They 

have been carefully considering the structure, vocabulary and 

imagery they will use to create effective and engaging poems. In 

Science, the children have been comparing the life cycles of 

different mammals, identifying similarities and differences 

between them and discussing how mammals grow and develop. The children have also been in full swing 

with their Brewhouse rehearsals. They have been singing beautifully and putting lots of energy and 

enthusiasm into their performances. We are looking forward to seeing all of their hard work come together! 

Year 6  

This week in Year 6, we have continued working on our final English writing 

piece, and the progress has been amazing. We have shown great determination 

and creativity as we have developed and refined our work. In Art, we have been 

exploring photomontages and investigating different ways that artwork can be 

displayed. We also designed and drew our own album covers, using a range of 

artistic techniques to create eye-catching designs. We have also been busy 

rehearsing at the Brewhouse for our upcoming performance of Aladdin. The 

rehearsals have been fantastic so far, and everyone has been working incredibly 



hard to learn their lines, songs, and movements. We are all excited to continue preparing for what promises 

to be a wonderful show! 

Diary Dates 2025-2026 

Event Date/Time 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 18th June 2026, 9.00am 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 3rd July 2026 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 

 

Summer Term Diary Dates 
 

Event Date/Time 

Father’s Day Lunches – Reception  Monday 15th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 1 Tuesday 16th June 2026 

Sports Day – EYFS/KS1 AM & KS2 PM Monday 15th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 2 Wednesday 17th June 2026 

Reserve Sports Day – EYFS/KS1 AM & KS2 PM Wednesday 17th June 2026 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 18th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 3 Thursday 18th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 4  Friday 19th June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 5 Monday 22nd June 2026 

Father’s Day Lunches – Year 6 Tuesday 23rd June 2026 

JTMAT INSET Day – School Closed Friday 3rd July 2026 

Year 6 Leavers’ Disco Friday 10th July 2026, 6.00pm – 7.30pm 

Year 4, 5 & 6 Brewhouse Performance – Aladdin Tuesday 14th July 2026, 1.30pm and 6.00pm 

Nursery Graduation Wednesday 15th July 2026, 9.00am 

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly Thursday 16th July 2026, 9.00am 

School Closes for Summer Friday 17th July 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 20th July 2026 

 

Diary Dates 2026-2027 

Event Date/Time 

INSET Day Tuesday 1st September 2026 

INSET Day Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Thursday 3rd September 2026 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November to Friday 27th  
November 2026 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Robin Hood,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 

Year 6 Laches Wood Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 12th February 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 22nd February 2027 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 25th March 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 12th April 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 13th April 2027 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 3rd May 2027 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 10th May 2027 to Friday 14th May 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 28th May 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 7th June 2027 



Year 4 Multiplication Check  Monday 7th June 2027 to Friday 11th June 2027 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 14th June 2027 to Friday 18th June 2027 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 2nd July 2027 

School Closes for Summer Wednesday 21st July 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Thursday 2nd September 2027 

INSET Day Friday 3rd September 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 6th September 2027 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 


