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25th September 2026 

 “If a year was tucked inside of a clock, then autumn would be the magic hour." 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

What another great week we have had! There has been a real buzz around school, and it has been lovely to 

see the children enjoying their learning and making the most of everything on offer. 

 

Today, we rounded off the week by celebrating European Day of Languages, with a particular focus on all 

things French! Throughout the day, the children have enjoyed learning more about the French language and 

culture, as well as exploring the many different countries and communities around the world where French is 

spoken. Our special French-themed lunch certainly went down well, and with everyone coming to school in 

non-uniform, we joked that it was just like being in a French school, where children do not usually wear school 

uniform! Thank you to everyone who helped to make the day such an enjoyable celebration of languages, 

culture and the wider world. Merci beaucoup! 

 

A reminder that we will be holding our Harvest Assembly on Tuesday 29 September. We would be very 

grateful if families could send in a donation for our Harvest collection. All donations will be given to the YMCA 

to support people within our local community. As always, thank you for your generosity and support. 

 

Whatever it is you are planning on doing this weekend, enjoy! We look forward to seeing you all again on 

Monday!  

 

OPAL – Wellies and Waterproofs! 

  

Just a quick reminder as we head into the wetter weather that we need all 

children to have wellies and waterproofs in school for OPAL, ready for those 

wet and muddy lunchtimes on the field! 

 

Please could we also ask parents to ensure that wellies and waterproofs are 

named, just in case they are ever mislaid. We want the children to be able to 

make the most of OPAL throughout the autumn and winter, even when the field 

gets wet and muddy! Thank you for your support with this. 

 

SHOBNALL PRIMARY & NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
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500 Words Competition 

 

500 Words, the UK’s most 

successful children’s writing 

competition, will open for 

submissions on Tuesday 29 

September and will run until 

Friday 6 November 2026. 

 

Since the competition was first 

launched in 2011 by Chris 

Evans on the Radio 2 

Breakfast Show, it has 

received over one million 

stories from children 

throughout the UK.  
 

This year, the two age categories will be 5-7 year-olds and 8-11 year-olds. 

 

Children of all abilities are encouraged to use their creativity and imagination to write a story they would love 

to read without the pressure of having to worry about spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 

For more information on how to enter, please click here. 

 

PFA Reminders! 

 

The PFA Halloween Disco is coming 

to Shobnall on Friday 16 October! 

We are looking forward to a fang-

tastic evening of music, dancing and 

Halloween fun for the children. Disco 

timings are: 

• Reception, Year 1 & Year 2: 

3.45pm – 5.00pm 

• Key Stage 2 (Years 3–6): 

5.15pm – 6.30pm 

 

Tickets cost £4.00 per child and include entry to the disco, a drink and a bag of sweets. Additional drinks, 

sweets and crisps will be available to purchase during the disco, alongside some spooky extras including 

glow sticks and temporary tattoos. Tickets go on sale during the week commencing Monday 5 October and 

can initially be purchased via bank transfer. From Monday 12 October, tickets will also be available to 

purchase at the school gate, as well as by bank transfer.  

 

As our first disco begins very shortly after the end of the school day, and because we couldn't possibly have 

a Halloween Disco without some suitably spooky outfits, Friday 16 October will also be a non-uniform day. 

Children are welcome to come to school dressed in their party clothes or spooky outfits, meaning those 

attending the first disco can head straight to the fun without needing to rush home to get changed. We can't 

wait to see everyone dressed up and ready to dance. It's going to be spook-tacular!  

 

The PFA Christmas Market will take place on Friday 4 December 2026! We are currently looking for prizes 

for our Christmas raffle. Perhaps you work for a company that might be willing to donate a prize, know a local 

business that could help, or are able to offer something yourself. No donation is too big or too small, and 

every contribution will help us to create a fantastic raffle and raise more money for the children. The PFA will 

also be approaching local businesses and organisations over the coming weeks, so if you have contacts 

within local businesses who you think may be willing to support us, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/about-500-words/zctk7v4


 

We are also offering the opportunity for parents, families, local businesses and independent sellers to have 

their own table/stall at the Christmas Market for just £10. If you make crafts, gifts, cakes, Christmas items or 

have products that you would like to sell, this could be a great opportunity to join us and be part of the 

festivities. If you would like to book a table for £10, please contact the school office to register your interest. 

Spaces will be limited, so please get in touch early if you would like one. Many thanks, as always, for your 

support. 



 



Discord is a hugely popular communication platform where young people can chat, play 

games and join communities built around shared interests. This guide explores some 

of the risks that can come with using it, including contact with strangers, inappropriate 

content, harassment and the potential for gaming and socialising to become a 

distraction from everyday life. It also encourages families to agree on clear expectations 

around screen time, helping young people enjoy the platform while making safer and 

more informed choices online. 



 

Year 7 Secondary School Applications 

 

The application window for a September 2026 start at secondary or high school is now open. Parents can 

apply online at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions. As in previous years, the local authority is no longer 

providing paper copies of the ‘Information to Parents’ booklet.  Parents are able to access this booklet on 

their website. Deadline for applications is 31 October 2026. 

 
Shobnall Stars – After School Club Closure, Wednesday 7 October 

2026 AND Wednesday 4 November 2026 

 

It is with regret that After School Club will not be open on Wednesday 

7 October 2026 AND Wednesday 4 November 2026. This is due to staff 

having to attend essential training that cannot be rescheduled. We 

apologise for any inconvenience this may cause but the rest of the 

sessions run as normal. 

 

Please note that you now need to book places for your child/ren in 

advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds or Shobnall Stars Night Owls 

via the MCAS (My Child At School) app.  

FREE Uniform! 
 
We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated outside the 
school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please could we ask that these 
are cleaned and in good condition before placing in the box outside the school 
office. If you need any uniform, you will need to pop down to the Family Hub on 
Waterloo Street, DE14 2NJ. The Family Hub do not have the capacity to reply to 
emails but do have uniform on site all year round and are open Monday to Friday, 
8.30am to 4.00pm. 
 

Reading Corner 
 
This week’s recommended read is for children aged 9+…  

The Haunting of Old Splinter 
Written by Jack McKay 

 

Like his mum, Adrian loves reading horror comics, and both he and his step-

brother Peter love listening to enigmatic, local eccentric Alfie tell strange 

stories. One such story is that of a creepy Wishing Claw connected to Old 

Splinter, the ruined mansion Peter’s stepdad is renovating. When Peter 

makes a succession of scary discoveries in Old Splinter, he starts to wonder 

whether Alfie’s stories might be true, and whether the Wishing Claw could be 

called upon to fix some of his family’s problems... 

 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-secondary/Informationbooklets.aspx


 

Hot Lunch Options 28.09.26 – 02.10.26 

 

PLEASE NOTE that Thursday’s menu is KFC Fake Away (see choices below).  



 



Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not. Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. 

However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note, 

we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original 

container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the 

adult to report to the school office and sign the “Late 

Book”, giving a reason for lateness. This is 

important so that the school office knows your child 

is in school and can mark your child in in the class 

register. The class registers in the classrooms close 

at 8.55am when lessons start.  

When reporting an absence, please could we ask 

that parents contact the school office before 9.00am 

and state clearly reasons for absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day!  

Thank you for your support.  

Nursery 84.6% Target 

Reception 98.9%  
Whole School  
97% 

Year 1 96.7% 

Year 2 99.4% 

Year 3 99.0% 

Year 4 92.9% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 97.9%  
97.0% Year 6 95.7% 

Overall 96.8% 

 

 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
25.09.26) 
 

9 14 31 46 

Position 
 
 

 
4th  

1 point  
 

 3rd  
2 points 

2nd 
3 points 

1st  
4 points 

Running Total 
 
 

7 7 10 7 

 

 

Nursery Alois C Sultan A 

Reception Dottie K Muhib H 

Year 1 Aurora-Rose S Hassnain A 

Year 2 Darcey-Mai C-S Simeon B-C 

Year 3 Adam J Ava T 

Year 4 Teigan W Jack P 

Year 5 Reggie P Noah H 

Year 6 Amara I Nancy M 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

Nursery 

We have had an amazing week in nursery exploring 

different types of families! 

We have shown wonderful listening skills when our 

friends have shared all about members of their family. 

Some of our friends have lots of brothers and sisters, 

some have none, some have big families with lots of 

different people that live with them, some have a few. 

These differences are what make all our families 

special! 

Did you know? 

“My Aunty Imal lovesssss Mocha.” (Ayzal) 

“My cats are called Fynn and Socks!” (Muneeza) 

“My daddy is in Pakistan he is coming home soon.” (Nusaybah) 

“My sister goes to Reception!” (Laura) 

We got creative using lots of different objects and materials to create representations of our families which 

turned out magnificently. It was great to see how we used the different resources in different ways which 

made our family creations even more unique. 

Reception 

This week in Reception, we have been exploring our amazing bodies 

and discovering all the wonderful things they can do! We’ve had lots of 

fun showing off our talents with a mini talent show and singing 

competitions, with some very confident performers taking to the stage! 

We have also been learning about our five senses and putting our 

sense of taste to the test by trying limes. The children decided they were 

very strong and sour, and there were certainly some funny faces being 

pulled! We’ve been learning to name the different parts of our bodies 

too, drawing around our friends and creating our own fantastic pictures 

of the human body. It has been a busy week full of exploring, learning 

and lots of laughter! 

Year 1 

It has been another busy and exciting week in Year 1! 

In English, we have been learning about the alphabet and developing our understanding of capital and 

lowercase letters. We have been practising recognising and using letters correctly in our writing. 



In Maths, we have been comparing numbers and learning how to use the correct symbols to show which 

number is greater than, less than or equal to another number. 

In Geography, we have been exploring maps of our classroom. We used blocks and LEGO to create our own 

3D maps before moving on to drawing and labelling the different features on a map. 

 

In Art, we had lots of fun decorating our names in a graffiti style to create personalised covers for our 

sketchbooks. 

In History, we have been ordering events on a timeline of the Queen’s life, thinking carefully about what 

happened and when. 

French Day was a real hit! The children particularly enjoyed our French food tasting, with Brie, baguette and 

pain au chocolat proving very popular. It was lovely to see everyone trying something new and enjoying the 

experience. 

Overall, it has been a really good week, and we are so proud of how well the children have approached their 

learning. Well done, Year 1!  

Year 2 

What a lovely week we have 

had! The children have been 

busy learning and having lots 

of fun. In Maths, we have 

been learning to compare 

numbers using the words 

“more than” and “less than”. 

The children have been doing 

really well and are becoming 

more confident using these 

words. In English, we have 

been learning about nouns, 

verbs and adjectives and 

using them to make our own 

sentences. We have also 

been practising using them when we talk. We had another lovely Forest School session, where the children 

enjoyed using the loppers safely, building dens, collecting natural materials and working together. In PE, we 

have been practising our fundamental movement skills, including running, stopping, balancing and changing 

direction. The children really enjoyed playing Pirates and Sailors and Crabs and Corals, and had lots of fun 

while practising their listening and teamwork skills. In Science, we have been learning about bridges and 



looking at different bridge designs. The children enjoyed coming up with their own ideas for building a bridge, 

thinking about which materials they could use and how they could test how strong it is. They came up with 

some fantastic ideas! Well done everyone for another wonderful week!  

Year 3 

What a super week we have had in Year 

3. The children have been working hard 

and being resilient when things have got 

tough which has been wonderful to see. 

In maths, we have started our place 

value unit. The children have been 

working hard at understanding counting 

in 100s and how many 100s are in 1000. 

In English, we have started our unit all 

about the lifecycle of plants. We have 

identified the different features of the text 

and learnt definitions to words such as 

germination and photosynthesis. In 

History, we went on a scavenger hunt 

pretending to be hunter-gatherers. The 

children found wild berries and plants and had to find out whether they were poisonous and what season the 

plants grew. Finally, the children have loved learning all about Canada and speaking French. It has been 

wonderful to see how curious the children have been learning about a new country. Keep it up, year 3! 

Year 4 

We have had a busy, exciting week in 

Year 4 this week! We have been acing 

our work on rounding and number 

lines and have been working hard with 

our timetables practice in class! We 

started exploring persuasive language 

in our English sessions, learning facts 

all about Russia and getting stuck in 

learning key vocabulary and 

persuasive techniques! It has been so 

much learning more about our Science 

topic of Electricity, we have been 

experimenting with circuits and how to 

make them work and we have become 

real electrical engineers in class! Year 

4 have also been working hard on our Hockey skills in PE and we are loving learning all about the skills 

involved. This Friday, Year 4 are dedicating lots of time to our French lessons to celebrate European 

Languages Day, we will be learning lots about our French speaking countries and doing some fun activities 

to celebrate!  

Year 5 

In Maths, the children have continued with our Place Value unit and 

have been learning how to round numbers to the nearest 100,000, 

10,000 and 1,000. They have been developing their understanding 

of the value of digits and applying their knowledge to different 

problems. In English, we have now finished our ‘Back to Basics’ 

work and have started our exciting new unit, ‘A Chilli Day’. This 

narrative is all about aliens! The children have been identifying the 

key features of a narrative and have explored/defined new 

vocabulary to help them develop their writing. 



In Music, we have been learning all about Sea Shanties. The children have been using their bodies and cups 

to create different rhythms in a 4/4 time signature, which they have then performed alongside their singing. 

They have really enjoyed getting creative and working together to keep the rhythm! Well done, Year 5, for 

another brilliant week of learning and teamwork! 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had another fantastic week of learning! In 

Maths, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of the four operations and have also 

been exploring prime and square numbers. In English, 

the children have been investigating the features of 

adverts in preparation for designing their own shoes 

and creating persuasive adverts to encourage people 

to buy them. In History, the children have been 

creating informative double-page spreads exploring 

what life was like in Britain during World War II, using 

their research to present their knowledge in creative 

and engaging ways. Finally, it was lovely to see so 

many children dressed in French-themed outfits for 

European Languages Day, and the children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in French lessons on Friday. Well 

done, Year 6, for another brilliant week of hard work, enthusiasm and creativity! 

Diary Dates 2026-2027 

Event Date/Time 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Year 6 Class Assembly Thursday 5th November 2026, 9.00am 

Year 2 Class Assembly Thursday 19th November 2026, 9.00am 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November to Friday 27th  
November 2026 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Robin Hood,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 

Year 5 Class Assembly Thursday 14th January 2027 

Year 6 Laches Wood Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 12th February 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 22nd February 2027 

Year 1 Class Assembly Thursday 25th March 2027 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 25th March 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 12th April 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 13th April 2027 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 3rd May 2027 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 10th May 2027 to Friday 14th May 2027 

Year 3 Class Assembly Thursday 27th May 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 28th May 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 7th June 2027 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Monday 7th June 2027 to Friday 11th June 2027 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 14th June 2027 to Friday 18th June 2027 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 25th June 2027 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 2nd July 2027 

School Closes for Summer Wednesday 21st July 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Thursday 2nd September 2027 

INSET Day Friday 3rd September 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 6th September 2027 



Autumn Term Diary Dates 

Event Date/Time 

Harvest Tuesday 29th September 2026 

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)  
CLOSED for staff training 

Wednesday 7th October 2026 

PFA Halloween Discos Friday 16th October 2026 

• Reception, Y1, Y2 – 3.45pm – 5.00pm 

• Y3, 4, 5 & 6 – 5.15pm – 6.30pm 

Parents’ Evening  Monday 19th October 2026 
Wednesday 21st October 2026 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)  
CLOSED for staff training 

Wednesday 4th November 2026 

Open Evening Thursday 12th November 2026, 4.30-6.00pm 

Odd Socks Day Monday 16th November 2026 

Children in Need Friday 20th November 2026 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November 2026 to Friday 27th 
November 2026 inclusive 

Christingle Tuesday 1st December 2026 

A Nursery Noel Wednesday 2nd December 2026, 9.15am  

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Cinderella,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 

PFA Christmas Market Friday 4th December 2026, 3.30pm – 5.30pm 

Reception / Year 1 Nativity Tuesday 8th December 2026, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Year 2 / Year 3 Nativity Thursday 10th December 2025, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Christmas Lunch / Christmas Jumper / Christmas  
OPAL Day 

Wednesday 16th December 2026 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 



 



 

 



  



 



 



 


