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“If your actions create a legacy that inspires others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, then you are an excellent leader.”

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back! | always find that there is something special about September. A new school year brings with
it a real sense of possibility — fresh energy, new opportunities and, for every child, the chance to take another
step towards a happy and successful future.

It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to school this week and to see our classrooms, corridors
and playgrounds full of life once again! A particularly warm welcome goes to all of the children and families
who are joining our school community for the first time. We hope that you very quickly feel at home and
become part of everything that makes our school such a special place.

The start of a new academic year is always an exciting time. New classes, new teachers, new friendships
and new challenges lie ahead, and we are incredibly excited about everything that this year will bring. Our
staff have worked hard over the summer and during our INSET days to make sure that we are ready to give
every child the very best possible start to the year.

As always, our ambition is simple: for every child to feel happy, safe and valued; to enjoy coming to school;
and to be encouraged and supported to achieve their very best. Alongside all of the learning that will take
place, there is already so much to look forward to this year — from trips and visitors to sporting opportunities,
performances, OPAL play, clubs and all of those special moments that make primary school life so
memorable.

Thank you, as ever, for your continued support and partnership. A new school year is a journey that we take
together, and | am very much looking forward to seeing what our children achieve over the months ahead.
Here’s to a happy, successful and exciting 2026/2027 school year!
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Home School Agreement

At Shobnall Primary & Nursery School, we recognise each child as an
individual and aim to give all children every opportunity to realise their full
potential. We believe that a close partnership between the school,
governors, parents and pupils is essential if we are to achieve this aim.

We have discussed this with the children during assembly this week so
that they know what they agree to and what staff and governors agree to

when working in partnership. We would like all parents to view this - <
document which can be accessed here so that everyone feels assured B~ —: ,
what the expectations are for everyone. ) Fl LY

School Photographs — Wednesday 16 September 2026

On Wednesday 16 September, all children will have their individual
photograph taken for our school records and for you. Families within
school can also have a joint photograph taken this year, should you wish
to purchase this. Parents who wish to have pre-school children included
should arrive at school at 8.15am so that your little ones can have their
photograph taken with their siblings.
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Open Evening — Thursday 12 November 2026, 4.30pm —
6.00pm

We would like to formally invite you to our forthcoming Open
Evening on Thursday 6 November, 4.30pm to 6.00pm.
The admissions window opens for places in our Reception
and Nursery classes in November, so as well as welcoming
potential new parents to look round our school, this is also a
great opportunity for our existing parents to visit too and see
some of the wonderful things that are happening!

National Read A Book Day — 6 September 2026

National Read a Book Day is observed annually on 6 September. National Read a Book Day invites us ALL
to grab a book we might enjoy and spend the day reading.

Reading improves memory and concentration as well as reduces stress. Older adults who spend time reading
show a slower cognitive decline and tend to participate in more mentally stimulating activities over their
lifetime. Books are an inexpensive entertainment, educational tool and time machine too!

Don't keep what you're reading to yourself. Share the experience! Read aloud either to children or to
grandparents. Read to your pets or to your stuffed animals and plants!
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https://shobnallprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Home-School-Agreement.pdf
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Year 7 Secondary School Applications

The application window for a September 2026 start at secondary or high school is now open. Parents can
apply online at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions. As in previous years, the local authority is no longer
providing paper copies of the ‘Information to Parents’ booklet. Parents are able to access this booklet on
their website. Deadline for applications is 31 October 2026.

Shobnall Stars — After School Club Closure, Wednesday 7 October

2026 AND Wednesday 4 November 2026
SH%?QH¢%£E:RS It is with regret that After School Club will not be open on Wednesday

7 October 2026 AND Wednesday 4 November 2026. This is due to staff
having to attend essential training that cannot be rescheduled. We
apologise for any inconvenience this may cause but the rest of the
sessions run as normal.

Please note that you now need to book places for your child/ren in
advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds or Shobnall Stars Night Owls
AFTER SCHOOL CLUB via the MCAS (My Child At School) app.

FREE Uniform!

\

We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated outside the
school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please could we ask that these

are cleaned and in good condition before placing in the box outside the school
office. If you need any uniform, you will need to pop down to the Family Hub on F R E E
Waterloo Street, DE14 2NJ. The Family Hub do not have the capacity to reply to UNIFORM

emails but do have uniform on site all year round and are open Monday to Friday,
8.30am to 4.00pm. ——

Reading Corner

This week’s recommended read is for children aged 3+...

Mama’s Wedding
Written by Circle Yuen

Mama's Wedding is a tender, beautifully layered picture book about big
changes, blended families, and the quiet courage it takes to embrace
something new. When Ruby and her little sister Cindy are asked to be
Mama's flower girls, Cindy is thrilled - but Ruby isn't so sure. As the day
unfolds, Ruby wrestles with questions about love, family, and where she
belongs. With gentle support from Granny, Daddy Daniel, and Mama's
new husband, Alex, Ruby begins to understand that love doesn't
disappear - it changes and grows. A heartfelt read for families navigating
transitions, filled with empathy, hope, and the magic of new beginnings.
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Skin betting is an emerging trend where players gamble using in-game cosmetic
items that can carry real-world value. This guide helps parents and educators
understand how these systems work, why they appeal to young people, and how
easily they can blur the line between gaming and gambling. It also highlights key
risks, including unregulated platforms, social pressure and influencer promotion,
while offering practical advice on spotting warning signs and putting safeguards in
place. Supporting adults to have informed, open conversations, it aims to promote
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safer, more positive gaming experiences for children and young people.

SWhat Parents & Educators Need, | to Know about
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Hot Lunch Options 07.09.26 — 11.09.26

WEEK 2 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
; Pork Sausage and Creamy Cheese and ham : :
S Pizza bar Homemade Lasagne " . Crispy Fish
Main dish : ; S : Mash Pinwheel with Herby ; :
Selection of toppings With Garlic Bread Meatballs for under 5's — with Chips
Vegetarian 'Plzza bar . Quorn Lasagne Quorn Sausage and Miicaroni Chicese Vegetfman Burger
Main dish Selection of toppings With Garlic Bread Creamy Mash with Chips
Halal As above Lasagne & Garlic Bread  Chicken Sausage Macaroni Cheese Choose Opt 1 or 2
Pasta Bar Sauce of the Day Sauce of the Day Sauce of the Day Sauce of the Day Sauce of the Day
Carrots & Broccoli & Sweetcorn Peas &
Peas & green beans cauliflower § carrots baked beans
Baked Beans
Salad bar Salad bar Salad bar Salad bar
Desserts Shortbread Flapjack @ Frgizﬁ?:;]g e Chocolate Cake Ice Cream
Fresh fruit Fresh Fresh Fresh Fresh Fresh
oF Yot fruit " Yoghurt frait " Yoghurt fruit " Yoghurt fruit " Yoghurt fruit " Yoghurt
Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato
and Wrap selection and Wrap selection and Wrap selection and Wrap selection and Wrap selection and Wrap selection

| Allergens and Intolerances
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AND ACTIVE J'; i Y 0w 1 OF YOUR 5 A DAY
MEAT FREE MONDAY
CHEFS CHOICE
PLANT-BASED VEGAN
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Staff News

There have been a few changes to our staff team over the
summer. We said a fond farewell to Mr Attwood, who has
left Shobnall to pursue his own business venture, and to Mrs
Welch, who has retired so that she can focus on her health
and enjoy spending more time with her family. We wish them
both every happiness and success for the future and thank
them for everything they have contributed to our school.

Miss Lord has now begun her maternity leave, and we send her all our very best wishes as she prepares
for the exciting arrival of her little one. We are also delighted to share some lovely news from Mrs Lukman,
who welcomed a beautiful baby boy over the summer! We send Mrs Lukman and her family our warmest
congratulations and hope they are enjoying this very special time together.

Attendance

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure
whether to send your child to school or not. Children can come to school with mild respiratory ilinesses.
However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note,
we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original
container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage.

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the adult to report to the school office and sign the
“Late Book”, giving a reason for lateness. This is important so that the school office knows your child



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

is in school and can mark your child in in the class

register. The class registers in the classrooms close OOz &

at 8.55am when lessons start. X HERE

When reporting an absence, please could we ask d ) EVERY DAY
that parents contact the school office before 9.00am AN 20N READY

ON TIME

and state clearly reasons for absence. -

) ) Little Firdowt  scan DE¥E
Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as Bz
good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every day! i
Thank you for your support.
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The Shobnall Showcase
will return next week!

visit staffordshire.gov.uk/littieheroes

It will include news about each class’s
activities and learning, as well as:

\ 2 i
o y \ ~
AN ] |

Class Headteacher’s Team Attendance
News Awards Champions Stars

Activities Celebrating Which team Celebrating
and learning our amazing will be our brilliant

f:gssacf\r:;f pupils on top? attendance
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Diary Dates 2026-2027

Event Date/Time
INSET Day Tuesday 1% September 2026
INSET Day Wednesday 2™ September 2026

School Reopens for Pupils

Thursday 3™ September 2026

School Closes for Half-Term

Friday 23™ October 2026

School Reopens for Pupils

Monday 2" November 2026

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes

Wednesday 25" November to Friday 27
November 2026

Whole School Trip to Pantomime — Robin Hood,
Lichfield Garrick

Thursday 3™ December 2026, 10.00am

School Closes for Christmas

Friday 18" December 2026, 2.00pm

INSET Day

Monday 4" January 2027

School Reopens for Pupils

Tuesday 5" January 2027

Year 6 Laches Wood

Monday 25" January to Friday 29" January 2027

School Closes for Half-Term

Friday 12" February 2027

School Reopens for Pupils

Monday 22™ February 2027

School Closes for Easter

Thursday 25" March 2027, 2.00pm

INSET Day

Monday 12" April 2027

School Reopens for Pupils

Tuesday 13" April 2027

May Day Bank Holiday — School Closed

Monday 3™ May 2027

Key Stage 2 SATs Week

Monday 10" May 2027 to Friday 14™ May 2027

School Closes for Half-Term

Friday 28" May 2027

School Reopens for Pupils

Monday 7" June 2027

Year 4 Multiplication Check

Monday 7" June 2027 to Friday 11" June 2027

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

Monday 14" June 2027 to Friday 18" June 2027

JTMAT INSET Day

Friday 2™ July 2027

School Closes for Summer

Wednesday 215 July 2027, 2.00pm

INSET Day

Thursday 2" September 2027

INSET Day

Friday 3" September 2027

School Reopens for Pupils

Monday 6" September 2027

Autumn Term Diary Dates

Welcome to Nursery — Workshop for Parents

Tuesday 15" September 2026, 11.00am

Welcome to Reception — Workshop for Parents

Tuesday 15" September 2026, 2.30pm

School Photographs

Wednesday 16" September 2026

Harvest

Tuesday 29" September 2026

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)
CLOSED for staff training

Wednesday 7" October 2026

PFA Halloween Discos

Friday 16" October 2026
e Reception, Y1, Y2 — 3.45pm — 5.00pm
e Y3,4,5&6—5.15pm—6.30pm

Parents’ Evening

Monday 19" October 2026
Wednesday 215t October 2026

School Closes for Half Term

Friday 23" October 2026

School Reopens for Pupils

Monday 2" November 2026

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)
CLOSED for staff training

Wednesday 4" November 2026

Open Evening

Thursday 12" November 2026, 4.30-6.00pm

Odd Socks Day

Monday 16" November 2026

Children in Need

Friday 20" November 2026

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes

Wednesday 25™ November 2026 to Friday 27"
November 2026 inclusive

Christingle

Tuesday 1t December 2026




A Nursery Noel

Wednesday 2" December 2026, 9.15am

Whole School Trip to Pantomime — Cinderella,
Lichfield Garrick

Thursday 3 December 2026, 10.00am

PFA Christmas Market

Friday 4" December 2026, 3.30pm — 5.30pm

Reception / Year 1 Nativity

Tuesday 8" December 2026, 9.15am AND
2.15pm

Year 2/ Year 3 Nativity

Thursday 10" December 2025, 9.15am AND
2.15pm

Christmas Lunch / Christmas Jumper / Christmas

Wednesday 16" December 2026

OPAL Day

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18" December 2026, 2.00pm
INSET Day Monday 4" January 2027

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5" January 2027

FAMILY

FOOD SENSE

Want to feel more control of your family
mealtimes? We provide a supportive and fun 4
week course to help you source, plan and prepare
nourishing affordable meals that your whole

family can enjoy.

/WHEN: g

Starting Monday 14" September
WHERE:

East Staffordshire Family Hub
Waterloo Road

Burton-on Trent

DEI4 2NJ

TIME:

9.30-10.30am
9

WHY JOIN US?

® Build confidence

® Save money

® Plon meals the whole family
can enjoy (tackling food
battles and fussy eating)

® Find out how to zone your
kitchen to reduce stress and
food waste

® safe, inclusive and non-
judgemental environment

4 X Ihr sassions How to book your place

FREE - 8 PLACES |  *onted
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Help us source wood and natural resources
for our Forest School! V.

We are looking for donations of natural materials
to support outdoor learning, creativity and play.
Your contributions help our children connect,
create and thrive in nature.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR: =

WOOD SLICES =~ WOOD COOKIES FIREWOOD BRANCHES & NATURAL
(VARIOUS SIZES) = (NATURAL DISCS) | STICKS MATERIALS

Great for crafts, Perfect for For our outdoor

E Ideal for building, Pinecones, bark,
painting, counting | crafts, weaving, fire area, cooking, |  den making, seed pods, leaves

and loose ports ploy. | storytelling and and keeping warm crafts and i and more for
' natural art. on forest days. | creations. crafts and nature
exploration.

e

ECE_OFNATUREI k

..-s......-..o-.q .—...

m w”k' 1 “ }‘s“ Q ._’4.»-..

If you can help, please speak to our
Forest School leaders

Miss Alexander or Mrs Martin.




