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16th October 2026 

 “In a world where you can be anything, be kind." 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

What a wonderfully spooky and fun-filled week it has been at Shobnall! There has certainly been plenty of 

excitement around school today, with children arriving in their own clothes and fantastic Halloween costumes, 

all ready for tonight’s much-anticipated PFA Halloween Disco! A huge thank you to everyone who has 

purchased tickets and supported this event, which promises to be a truly ‘spooktacular’ evening! Our 

wonderful PFA will also have a range of extra treats and goodies available to purchase at both discos, so 

children may wish to bring a little extra spending money. We are incredibly grateful to our PFA volunteers for 

all their hard work in organising what promises to be another fantastic event. We look forward to sharing the 

grand total raised in next week’s newsletter! 

 

We also have some fantastic sporting news to celebrate following last week’s Quiggy Cup, our special annual 

football tournament held in memory of former pupil Hussein Quig-Diop. A huge congratulations to Sinai, who 

achieved a brilliant result in the competition! We are incredibly proud of their efforts and the determination, 

teamwork and sportsmanship demonstrated throughout the tournament. Events such as these are a 

wonderful way to bring our school community together whilst remembering someone who will always remain 

a special part of Shobnall. 

 

Looking ahead, we are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers into school for our Parents’ Evenings 

next week. These meetings provide a valuable opportunity to celebrate the progress children have made 

since the beginning of the academic year, share their achievements and discuss their next steps in learning.  

 

As always, thank you for your continued support, and we hope everyone enjoys a lovely weekend! 

SHOBNALL PRIMARY & NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

mailto:shb-office@shb.jtmat.co.uk


Halloween Safety 

 

Halloween is a time for fun and spooky 

excitement, but safety should always come first. 

The Child Accident Prevention Trust (CAPT) 

has put together a practical guide to help 

families enjoy Halloween while avoiding 

common hazards. From fire risks linked to 

costumes and candles, to visibility tips for trick-

or-treating after dark, their 12 top safety tips are 

essential reading for parents and carers. 

Explore the full advice and downloadable 

resources here: Halloween Safety Tips – CAPT.  

 

PFA Christmas Market 

 

The PFA Christmas Market will take place on Friday 4 December 2026! We are currently looking for prizes 

for our Christmas raffle. Perhaps you work for a company that might be willing to donate a prize, know a local 

business that could help, or are able to offer something yourself. No donation is too big or too small, and 

every contribution will help us to create a fantastic raffle and raise more money for the children. The PFA will 

also be approaching local businesses and organisations over the coming weeks, so if you have contacts 

within local businesses who you think may be willing to support us, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

 

We are also offering the opportunity for parents, families, local businesses and independent sellers to have 

their own table/stall at the Christmas Market for just £10. If you make crafts, gifts, cakes, Christmas items or 

have products that you would like to sell, this could be a great opportunity to join us and be part of the 

festivities. If you would like to book a table for £10, please contact the school office to register your interest. 

Spaces will be limited, so please get in touch early if you would like one. Many thanks, as always, for your 

support. 

 

Reception Application Process  
 

The application process for a reception place 

for September 2026 will open on 1 November 

2026. The easiest way for parents to apply is 

online. Further information can be found 

on Staffordshire County Council Website. The 

closing date is 15 January 2027. 

 

The school office has a letter informing parents about the process, which we are happy to distribute to 

prospective families. If you would like a copy of this, please contact us. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcapt.org.uk%2Fhalloween%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C79e603b889744417c3c408de0af340ed%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C638960237748165446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tin1Orx54kaW4fM8ri5zy9mkbET7tCNLjNJEgBWqDeI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx


  



 AI companions are becoming increasingly popular with young people, offering round-

the-clock conversations with virtual characters designed to feel like genuine friends. 

Platforms such as Character.ai, Replika and Snapchat My AI can provide entertainment 

and creative opportunities, but their human-like interactions also raise concerns. This 

guide explores potential risks including emotional dependency, inappropriate content, 

oversharing personal information and harmful mental health advice.  

 



 

Year 7 Secondary School Applications 

 

The application window for a September 2026 start at secondary or high school is now open. Parents can 

apply online at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions. As in previous years, the local authority is no longer 

providing paper copies of the ‘Information to Parents’ booklet.  Parents are able to access this booklet on 

their website. Deadline for applications is 31 October 2026. 

 
Shobnall Stars – After School Club Closure, Wednesday 4 November 

2026 

 

It is with regret that After School Club will not be open on Wednesday 4 

November 2026. This is due to staff having to attend essential training that 

cannot be rescheduled. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause 

but the rest of the sessions run as normal. 

 

Please note that you now need to book places for your child/ren in advance 

for Shobnall Stars Early Birds or Shobnall Stars Night Owls via the MCAS 

(My Child At School) app.  

FREE Uniform! 
 
We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated outside the 
school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please could we ask that these 
are cleaned and in good condition before placing in the box outside the school 
office. If you need any uniform, you will need to pop down to the Family Hub on 
Waterloo Street, DE14 2NJ. The Family Hub do not have the capacity to reply to 
emails but do have uniform on site all year round and are open Monday to Friday, 
8.30am to 4.00pm. 

 
Reading Corner 
 
This week’s recommended read is for children aged 7+…  

The Great Bear 
Written by Annie Booker 

 

Annie Booker’s debut picture book is stunning, a visual adventure under 

the waves of the Arctic Ocean where the Great Bear, threatened by the 

arrival of mankind, is able to show one man the precarious beauty of 

her world. 

She towers over the pages, an extraordinary physical presence, gazing 

at the reader through beds of kelp alongside seals and narwhals, 

bounding over icebergs, watching the destruction brought by man, and, 

finally, welcoming the human figure back as a fellow protector of the 

ocean, land and sky. 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-secondary/Informationbooklets.aspx


 

Hot Lunch Options 19.10.26 – 23.10.26 

 



Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not. Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. 

However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note, 

we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original 

container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the 

adult to report to the school office and sign the “Late 

Book”, giving a reason for lateness. This is 

important so that the school office knows your child 

is in school and can mark your child in in the class 

register. The class registers in the classrooms close 

at 8.55am when lessons start.  

When reporting an absence, please could we ask 

that parents contact the school office before 9.00am 

and state clearly reasons for absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day!  

Thank you for your support.  

Nursery 88.9% Target 

Reception 100%  
Whole School  
97% 

Year 1 97.83% 

Year 2 98.9% 

Year 3 100% 

Year 4 97.0% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 97.9%  
97.1% Year 6 94.6% 

Overall 97.7% 

 

 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
16.10.26) 
 

108 74 42 27 

Position 
 
 

 
1st  

4 points  
 

 2nd   
3 points 

3rd  
2 points 

4th  
1 point 

Running Total 
 
 

17 13 19 12 

 

 

Nursery EVERYONE! 

Reception EVERYONE! 

Year 1 Noah H Ayaat A 

Year 2 Hunter-James S-W Aishani D 

Year 3 Muhammad-Yusuf K Ayaat A 

Year 4 Aminah K Mariam S 

Year 5 Kaleb G Peta O 

Year 6 Angus B Sophia W 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

EYFS 

Nursery and Reception have been busy 

exploring the wonders of autumn! The 

children have been working 

collaboratively to create a beautiful 

piece of autumn-inspired artwork, 

sharing ideas and exploring the colours 

and textures of the season. During 

Reception’s Forest School session, they 

became autumn detectives, looking for 

signs of the changing season in the 

natural environment. Back in the 

classroom, we developed our fine motor 

skills by carefully hammering golden tees into pumpkins and using tweezers to pick out pumpkin seeds. We 

even counted the seeds we collected, combining our hands-on learning with lots of mathematical fun! We 

have loved seeing the children’s curiosity, creativity and enthusiasm as they explore all that autumn has to 

offer. 

 

Year 1 

It has been another fantastic week in Year 1! In English, we have continued developing our understanding of 

Colourful Semantics, looking carefully at singular and plural words and introducing our next card, the green 

card, to help us add more information to our sentences. In Maths, we have been exploring part-part-whole 

models, using these to write addition number sentences and beginning to recognise fact families. In Science, 

we have been investigating different materials and sorting them according to their physical properties, such 

as whether they are hard, soft, smooth or rough. During Computing, the children have enjoyed creating 



pictures on the computer while 

continuing to develop their mouse 

control and clicking skills. In History, 

we have travelled back in time to 

learn more about Queen Victoria and 

what life was like during the Victorian 

period. All in all, it has been another 

brilliant week of learning, and the 

children have worked incredibly hard! 

Year 2 

We have had a lovely week in Year 2, 

learning lots of new things across our 

subjects! In Maths, we have been 

exploring different methods for 

adding and subtracting across ten, 

while continuing to secure our 

knowledge of number bonds. We also enjoyed our final Forest School session, which the children have had 

a fantastic time taking part in throughout the term. In RE, we have been learning about the story of The 

Paralysed Man, acting out parts of the story and sequencing the events to show our understanding. Finally, 

in Art, we have been exploring clay and creating our own small clay models. The children have really enjoyed 

getting hands-on and experimenting with different ways to shape and mould the clay. Well done, Year 2, for 

another fantastic week of learning!  

Year 3 

Another super week in year 3 as all the children continue to work incredibly 

hard. On English, the children have been editing their writing all about the 

lifecycle of a sunflower. The children have been working incredibly hard and 

have been getting to grips with the writing expectations of year 3. In 

science, we have reached the end of our first unit all about rocks. The 

children conducted an experiment looking at different types of soil. We 

investigated the texture, colour, smell and how much water each sample of 

soil could hold. The children thoroughly enjoyed the experiment and were 

brilliant scientists! In history, the children were historians as they looked 

through different sources to decide if they were primary or secondary 

sources. Well done Year 3, keep up the hard work! 

Year 4 

What a fantastic week we have had in Year 4! We have been working incredibly hard across all of our subjects 

and should be so proud of everything we have achieved. In English, we put our writing skills to the test by 

completing our big write of a persuasive travel 

leaflet, using our imagination, creativity and 

everything we have been practising to 

produce some brilliant pieces of writing. In 

Maths, we explored different methods for 

addition and subtraction, developing our 

understanding and building our confidence 

when solving a range of calculations. In RE, 

we began learning about Buddhism and 

discovered the fascinating story of 

Siddhartha, finding out more about his life and 

how he became the Buddha. We also brought 

our science unit to a close, reflecting on 

everything we have learnt and showing off our 

fantastic scientific knowledge about 



Electricity. It has been wonderful to see everyone getting involved, challenging themselves and working so 

hard throughout the week. We have had so many opportunities to learn new things, share our ideas and 

celebrate our progress, and I am incredibly proud of the effort and enthusiasm shown by everyone. Well done, 

Year 4, for another brilliant week of learning! 

Year 5 

Another busy week in Year 5, with plenty of exciting learning taking place! In Maths, the children have 

completed their addition and subtraction unit by tackling missing number and comparison problems. They 

have now started our new multiplication and division unit, where they have been exploring multiples and 

common multiples, developing their understanding of number patterns. In English, the children have 

continued drafting and editing their alien narratives. They have also explored the use of powerful verbs to 

make their stories more engaging and bring their characters and events to life for the reader. 

In History, we have been exploring the changes that took place during the different Tudor reigns. The children 

have investigated key events and developments and used their learning to create informative fact files about 

this fascinating period in history.  

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had another fantastic week full of exciting learning opportunities! In Maths, we have been 

focusing on BODMAS and exploring mental calculations, thinking carefully about the strategies we can use 

to solve problems efficiently and accurately. In English, the children have been busy researching an animal 

of their choice in preparation for writing their own information texts. They have been discovering how their 

chosen animals have adapted to survive in their environments and gathering lots of interesting facts to include 

in their writing. On Tuesday, it was wonderful to see so many children representing our school so brilliantly 

at the Pickleball workshop at John Taylor High School. The children showed great enthusiasm and 

sportsmanship, and we 

were very proud of them! In 

PE, we have also begun our 

Outdoor Adventure unit, 

which the children have 

thoroughly enjoyed. They 

have been developing their 

teamwork and problem-

solving skills while taking on 

new challenges. Well done, 

Year 6, for another brilliant 

week of learning, teamwork 

and enthusiasm. Keep up 

the fantastic work! 



Diary Dates 2026-2027 

Event Date/Time 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Year 6 Class Assembly Thursday 5th November 2026, 9.00am 

Year 2 Class Assembly Thursday 19th November 2026, 9.00am 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November to Friday 27th  
November 2026 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Robin Hood,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 

Year 5 Class Assembly Thursday 14th January 2027 

Year 6 Laches Wood Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 12th February 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 22nd February 2027 

Year 1 Class Assembly Thursday 25th March 2027 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 25th March 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 12th April 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 13th April 2027 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 3rd May 2027 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 10th May 2027 to Friday 14th May 2027 

Year 3 Class Assembly Thursday 27th May 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 28th May 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 7th June 2027 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Monday 7th June 2027 to Friday 11th June 2027 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 14th June 2027 to Friday 18th June 2027 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 25th June 2027 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 2nd July 2027 

School Closes for Summer Wednesday 21st July 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Thursday 2nd September 2027 

INSET Day Friday 3rd September 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 6th September 2027 

Autumn Term Diary Dates 

Event Date/Time 

Parents’ Evening  Monday 19th October 2026 
Wednesday 21st October 2026 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)  
CLOSED for staff training 

Wednesday 4th November 2026 

Open Evening Thursday 12th November 2026, 4.30-6.00pm 

Odd Socks Day Monday 16th November 2026 

Children in Need Friday 20th November 2026 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November 2026 to Friday 27th 
November 2026 inclusive 

Christingle Tuesday 1st December 2026 

A Nursery Noel Wednesday 2nd December 2026, 9.15am  

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Cinderella,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 

PFA Christmas Market Friday 4th December 2026, 3.30pm – 5.30pm 

Reception / Year 1 Nativity Tuesday 8th December 2026, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Year 2 / Year 3 Nativity Thursday 10th December 2025, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 



Christmas Lunch / Christmas Jumper / Christmas  
OPAL Day 

Wednesday 16th December 2026 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 



 



 

 



  



 



 



 



 



 



 


