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2nd October 2026 

 “Progress over perfection." 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

It has been another busy and 

enjoyable week here at Shobnall! 

Firstly, a huge THANK YOU to 

everyone who kindly donated 

items for our Harvest celebrations 

this week. Your generosity was 

wonderful to see, and all of the 

donations have now been passed 

on to the YMCA to support people 

within our local community. 

Unfortunately, Reverend Simon 

wasn’t able to join us for our 

Harvest Assembly this year, but 

the children still came together 

beautifully to reflect, give thanks 

and think about the importance of 

helping and sharing with others. 

 

Yesterday, we celebrated National Poetry Day, with this year’s theme of ‘Wonder’. Across school, children 

have been exploring, enjoying and sharing poetry and thinking about how words can capture the wonder we 

see in the world around us. It has been lovely to see such enthusiasm and creativity! 

 

A couple of important reminders for families, please. PE is an important part of our curriculum and all children 

are expected to take part, wearing the correct PE clothing for their lessons. If there is a physical or medical 

reason why your chil d cannot participate, please send a note or speak directly with your child’s teacher. 

Wherever possible, children who are unable to participate physically will still remain involved in the lesson as 

an observer so that they can continue to listen, learn and engage with the teaching taking place. 

 

Finally, please continue to support us 

by providing healthy snacks and 

balanced packed lunches. Foods and 

drinks that are particularly high in 

added sugar can cause a rapid rise 

and subsequent fall in blood glucose, 

which for some children can affect 

energy levels, concentration and 

readiness to learn later in the day. 

Fruit, vegetables and other nutritious 

choices help children to have the 

sustained energy they need for a busy 

afternoon of learning. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Have a lovely weekend and see you again on Monday! 

SHOBNALL PRIMARY & NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

mailto:shb-office@shb.jtmat.co.uk


Reducing the Spread of Seasonal Illness This Autumn and Winter 

 

As we approach that time of the year when coughs and colds begin, there are some simple but effective steps 

you can take to reduce the spread and help keep your child in school and learning this term. 

 

llness is the largest cause of 

school absence. Over 50 million 

days were lost in 2025/26 due to 

illness, almost half of all absence.  

 

Simple things like regular hand 

washing, opening windows and 

supporting vaccination help keep 

children and staff healthy and 

support attendance. Doing these 

things now will reinforce good 

habits before illnesses start to 

circulate.  

 

There are a range of materials available to support parents with health and attendance-related messages. 

We thought you might be interested in watching an animation on school absence due to illness here.  

 

Little Princess Trust Fundraiser 

 

We are very proud of Zara, who recently donated some of her hair to the Little Princess Trust! She made this 

decision herself as she really wanted to do something to help other children. If you would like to make a 

donation yourself, please click on the link here: https://littleprincesstrust.blackbaud-

sites.com/fundraising/zara-marias-fundraising-page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_i5KxggkPTw
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flittleprincesstrust.blackbaud-sites.com%2Ffundraising%2Fzara-marias-fundraising-page&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C77edee91ab614c0cd10808df1ee38772%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639263634907528709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X0DmbGBEjjlw6jWJdwj6J5dr7HYVxvvO2fkhYK6D7XE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flittleprincesstrust.blackbaud-sites.com%2Ffundraising%2Fzara-marias-fundraising-page&data=05%7C02%7Cshb-headteacher%40shb.jtmat.co.uk%7C77edee91ab614c0cd10808df1ee38772%7C71f8d9a33347400da852d217cf3d654e%7C0%7C0%7C639263634907528709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X0DmbGBEjjlw6jWJdwj6J5dr7HYVxvvO2fkhYK6D7XE%3D&reserved=0


Parent Flash Survey 

 

As we reach the end of the first month of the new school year, we would really value your feedback on how 

your child has settled into their new class and how well our communication with families is working. This week, 

we are launching a very short Parent Flash Survey, consisting of just five quick questions covering your child’s 

experience of settling in, communication from school and the use of MCAS (MyChildAtSchool). It should take 

less than a minute to complete, but your feedback will be really useful in helping us understand what is working 

well and where we might be able to make further improvements. There is also an optional comments box if 

there is anything else you would like to share with us. Thank you, as always, for taking the time to share your 

views and help us continue to improve. 

 

PFA Reminders! 

 

The PFA Halloween Disco is coming to 

Shobnall on Friday 16 October! We are 

looking forward to a fang-tastic evening of 

music, dancing and Halloween fun for the 

children. Disco timings are: 

• Reception, Year 1 & Year 2: 3.45pm – 

5.00pm 

• Key Stage 2 (Years 3–6): 5.15pm – 

6.30pm 

 

Tickets cost £4.00 per child and include entry to the disco, a drink and a bag of sweets. Additional drinks, 

sweets and crisps will be available to purchase during the disco, alongside some spooky extras including 

glow sticks and temporary tattoos. Tickets go on sale during the week commencing Monday 5 October and 

can initially be purchased via bank transfer. From Monday 12 October, tickets will also be available to 

purchase at the school gate, as well as by bank transfer.  

 

As our first disco begins very shortly after the end of the school day, and because we couldn't possibly have 

a Halloween Disco without some suitably spooky outfits, Friday 16 October will also be a non-uniform day. 

Children are welcome to come to school dressed in their party clothes or spooky outfits, meaning those 

attending the first disco can head straight to the fun without needing to rush home to get changed. We can't 

wait to see everyone dressed up and ready to dance. It's going to be spook-tacular!  

 

The PFA Christmas Market will take place on Friday 4 December 2026! We are currently looking for prizes 

for our Christmas raffle. Perhaps you work for a company that might be willing to donate a prize, know a local 

business that could help, or are able to offer something yourself. No donation is too big or too small, and 

every contribution will help us to create a fantastic raffle and raise more money for the children. The PFA will 

also be approaching local businesses and organisations over the coming weeks, so if you have contacts 

within local businesses who you think may be willing to support us, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

 



We are also offering the opportunity for parents, families, local businesses and independent sellers to have 

their own table/stall at the Christmas Market for just £10. If you make crafts, gifts, cakes, Christmas items or 

have products that you would like to sell, this could be a great opportunity to join us and be part of the 

festivities. If you would like to book a table for £10, please contact the school office to register your interest. 

Spaces will be limited, so please get in touch early if you would like one. Many thanks, as always, for your 

support. 

 



Looksmaxxing encourages people, particularly young men, to 'improve their 

appearance' through everything from grooming, skincare and exercise to far more 

questionable techniques. As this trend becomes increasingly visible on social media, 

this guide explores how appearance-focused content can affect boys’ confidence, self-

worth and body image, while exposing them to misleading or potentially dangerous 

advice. 

 



 

Year 7 Secondary School Applications 

 

The application window for a September 2026 start at secondary or high school is now open. Parents can 

apply online at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions. As in previous years, the local authority is no longer 

providing paper copies of the ‘Information to Parents’ booklet.  Parents are able to access this booklet on 

their website. Deadline for applications is 31 October 2026. 

 
Shobnall Stars – After School Club Closure, Wednesday 7 October 

2026 AND Wednesday 4 November 2026 

 

It is with regret that After School Club will not be open on Wednesday 

7 October 2026 AND Wednesday 4 November 2026. This is due to staff 

having to attend essential training that cannot be rescheduled. We 

apologise for any inconvenience this may cause but the rest of the 

sessions run as normal. 

 

Please note that you now need to book places for your child/ren in 

advance for Shobnall Stars Early Birds or Shobnall Stars Night Owls 

via the MCAS (My Child At School) app.  

FREE Uniform! 
 
We continue to accept donations of old uniform via the box situated outside the 
school office for any parents who wish to donate. Please could we ask that these 
are cleaned and in good condition before placing in the box outside the school 
office. If you need any uniform, you will need to pop down to the Family Hub on 
Waterloo Street, DE14 2NJ. The Family Hub do not have the capacity to reply to 
emails but do have uniform on site all year round and are open Monday to Friday, 
8.30am to 4.00pm. 
 

Reading Corner 
 
This week’s recommended read is for children aged 11+…  

Girls Who Slay Monsters 
Written by Ellen Ryan 

 

There was a time when tales of Ireland’s mythical goddesses – their 

astonishing powers, bravery, and unbreakable bonds with nature – were 

famous, in Ireland and beyond. But over time, these stories were lost, often 

replaced or rewritten to make room for male warriors and kings. Until now. 

Girls Who Slay Monsters brings these heroes of Irish mythology back to 

vibrant, magical life. From Éire, Ireland’s fierce namesake, and Bé Binn, a 

giant who overcame her bullies, to Badb, a gleefully gruesome death 

prophet, and Bé Mannair, a gender-fluid spy who challenged an entire 

army. 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-secondary/Informationbooklets.aspx


 



 

Hot Lunch Options 05.10.26 – 09.10.26 



 



Attendance 

 

Please read the NHS ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which has further information if you are unsure 

whether to send your child to school or not. Children can come to school with mild respiratory illnesses. 

However, children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38°C or above. Please note, 

we can only accept and administer prescribed medicines that are in-date, labelled, provided in the original 

container as dispensed by a pharmacist and include instructions for administration and dosage. 

 

If your child arrives late, it is the responsibility of the 

adult to report to the school office and sign the “Late 

Book”, giving a reason for lateness. This is 

important so that the school office knows your child 

is in school and can mark your child in in the class 

register. The class registers in the classrooms close 

at 8.55am when lessons start.  

When reporting an absence, please could we ask 

that parents contact the school office before 9.00am 

and state clearly reasons for absence.  

Let’s keep working together to ensure attendance is as good as it can be! Remember, every pupil, every 

day!  

Thank you for your support.  

Nursery 93.8% Target 

Reception 95.0%  
Whole School  
97% 

Year 1 94.6% 

Year 2 94.2% 

Year 3 99.2% 

Year 4 99.6% Overall (to date) 

Year 5 97.7%  
97.0% Year 6 93.9% 

Overall 96.3% 

 

 

Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
02.10.26) 
 

14 9 36 32 

Position 
 
 

 
3rd  

2 points  
 

 4th  
1 point 

1st  
4 points 

2nd   
3 points 

Running Total 
 
 

10 8 14 10 

 

 

Nursery Nusaybah M Sultan A 

Reception Leo S-C Elsie S 

Year 1 Bella A Logan S-B 

Year 2 Zaynab A Ava M 

Year 3 Cooper Z Sada C 

Year 4 Alfie T Rupert M 

Year 5 Aleem A Charlotte M 

Year 6 Baaqir A Olivia K 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

Nursery 

We have enjoyed learning about friendship 

this week and have had fun sharing 

different ways we can be a good friend. 

“Share your squishy toys.” (Muneeza) 

“Make a picture and colour it for your 

friends that will make them happy.” (Ayzal) 

“Give them a hug.” (Zayan) 

“My friends can play at my house.” 

(Nusaybah) 

It was fun taking part in various activities 

and games to develop our understanding 

of how to be a good friend. We worked 

together to roll marbles in paint which created some fantastic, colourful artwork highlighting the friendship 

links between us all. 

This week marked the beginning of Autumn, and we learnt about the importance of Harvest. We shared books 

and listened carefully as we explored how the crops are harvested to give us food. Some of us brought in 

canned and packet foods to share with those that don’t have a lot- a wonderful way to show kindness to 

others. 

We also sang some wonderful rhymes and even made up some of our own dances with our favourite being 

the Harvest Samba!  

Reception 

It has been a wonderful 

autumn-filled week in 

Reception! The children 

have been busy exploring 

the changes happening all 

around us, spotting signs of 

autumn and noticing the 

beautiful colours appearing 

in our environment. We 

enjoyed collecting autumn 

treasures and using leaves 

to create colourful leaf 

rubbings, as well as making 

our own autumn transient art 



using a range of natural loose parts. We also had lots of fun developing our practical skills by chopping 

vegetables and following a recipe to make delicious vegetable soup. As part of our Harvest Festival learning, 

we explored farming and looked at both new and old tractors and farming equipment, thinking about how 

farming has changed over time. It has been a busy week of exploring, creating, cooking and discovering, with 

lots of opportunities for the children to learn through hands-on experiences!  

Year 1 

What a fantastic week of learning we 

have had in Year 1! The children have 

worked incredibly hard across all 

areas of the curriculum and have 

shown great enthusiasm in their 

learning. In Maths, we have been 

ordering numbers on a number line 

and comparing numbers using 

mathematical vocabulary such as 

greater than, less than and equal to. 

The children have enjoyed applying 

their understanding through practical 

activities and problem-solving 

challenges. In English, we have been 

exploring syllables in words and 

continuing to develop our handwriting skills, with a particular focus on using capital letters correctly. The 

children have been working hard to improve their letter formation and presentation. In Science, we have been 

identifying and describing different materials and learning how to recognise objects based on the materials 

they are made from. The children enjoyed investigating a variety of everyday objects and discussing their 

properties. In History, we have been learning about Queen Elizabeth II, finding out about her life and 

discussing why she was such an important figure in British history. In Design and Technology, the children 

have been exploring and practising different balance poses, developing their coordination, control and 

understanding of balance. In Art, we have been creating and experimenting with different types of lines, using 

a range of techniques to produce creative and expressive artwork. It has been a wonderful week of learning, 

and we are very proud of all the children's hard work and positive attitudes.  

Year 2 

What a lovely and busy week we have had in Year 2! This week, we have been developing our maths skills 

by practising counting in 2s, 5s and 3s, and the children have been working hard to build their confidence 

with these. We have also 

continued our learning 

about the Great Plague, 

which the children have 

really enjoyed exploring. 

They had a fantastic time at 

Forest School, where they 

learned how to safely strike 

a fire, build dens and 

recreate scenes from the 

Great Fire of London – they 

particularly enjoyed getting 

into character and bringing 

history to life! In class, we 

have also been thinking 

about the things that are 

special to us and discussing 

why they are important. It 

was lovely to hear the 



children talk so thoughtfully about special memories, gifts and objects that remind them of important people 

and moments in their lives. In our wider curriculum learning, we have been exploring different structures from 

around the world and designing our own structures, carefully labelling the materials we would use and 

considering how we could make them strong and stable. The children then put their ideas into practice during 

their free-choice activities, creating their own structures using a range of construction materials. It has been 

a wonderful week filled with creativity, curiosity, teamwork and lots of exciting learning!  

Year 3 

Another week down in Year 3 and the learning 

just does not stop! In maths, the children have 

been working hard in our place value unit. They 

have been trying hard and working together to 

push themselves. I have been so impressed 

with the amount of children reaching the going 

deeper section. In English, the children have 

started to write up their explanation texts all 

about the lifecycle of a sunflower. The children 

have been using some fantastic tier 2 and tier 

3 vocabulary to add detail to their writing. In 

science, the children conducted an experience 

testing how water affects the weight of rocks as 

we continue to look at weathering. In art, the children went outside and took in our local environment to 

support their drawings and artwork. Super work year 3, keep it up!  

Year 4 

We have had another very fun week in 

Year 4 this week! In our PE lessons, we 

managed to do some OAA as well as some 

hockey so we have practised lots of 

physical education skills! We really 

enjoyed working together as a team to 

have a great lesson! We also completed 

our end of unit for place value, where lots 

of children showed excellent knowledge! 

We have begun moving onto Addition and 

Subtraction and it is clear already how 

much we are enjoying it! We have also 

done a deep dive into learning about how 

to create a persuasive leaflet in English, 

we have been looking at many different countries such as Portugal, The Maldives and Brazil and have been 

exploring all of the exciting things we could write about! A highlight of the week for Year 4 was learning all 

about the Celtic leader, Boudicca! We created comic strips about her life and her rebellion and we really 

enjoyed learning about her as part of our Romans topic!  

Year 5 

Year 5 have had another productive week and have 

continued to show great enthusiasm in their learning! In 

Maths, we have started our new unit on addition and 

subtraction. The children have been learning mental 

strategies to help them solve calculations quickly and 

efficiently, as well as developing their confidence with 

the column method. In English, the children have written 

a description of an alien picture. They have been 

exploring the features they can use to make their writing 

more exciting, including expanded noun phrases, 



similes and fronted adverbials. They have also been working hard to find interesting synonyms for adjectives 

to level up their vocabulary and make their descriptions even more effective. 

In French, the children have been revising their numbers to 10 and learning head, shoulders, knees and toes 

in French. They have used this new vocabulary to help them read and write descriptions of monsters! 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had another great week this week! In 

Maths, we have been working hard on multiplying 

1-digit numbers by 3-digit numbers and developing 

our skills with short division. In English, the children 

have written their adverts for their trainers, and they 

have been amazing! In Geography, we have been 

exploring world population, while in History we 

have been using primary and secondary sources to 

find out more about the past. It was also lovely to 

see the children who were selected to represent 

the school at the Dove Valley Netball Tournament 

on Thursday, where they represented us so 

brilliantly. A great week, Year 6 – well done! 

Dove Valley Netball Tournament 

A huge congratulations to our fantastic Year 6 

netball team for winning the Dove Valley Netball 

Tournament! Competing against 12 teams, the 

team topped their group before winning the final 5–

1! An incredible 16 goals scored and just 2 

conceded throughout the tournament! What a 

fantastic team performance, showing brilliant 

determination, teamwork and sportsmanship from 

start to finish. We couldn’t be prouder!  

Diary Dates 2026-2027 

Event Date/Time 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Year 6 Class Assembly Thursday 5th November 2026, 9.00am 

Year 2 Class Assembly Thursday 19th November 2026, 9.00am 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November to Friday 27th  
November 2026 

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Robin Hood,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 

Year 5 Class Assembly Thursday 14th January 2027 

Year 6 Laches Wood Monday 25th January to Friday 29th January 2027 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 12th February 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 22nd February 2027 

Year 1 Class Assembly Thursday 25th March 2027 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 25th March 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 12th April 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 13th April 2027 

May Day Bank Holiday – School Closed Monday 3rd May 2027 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 10th May 2027 to Friday 14th May 2027 

Year 3 Class Assembly Thursday 27th May 2027 



School Closes for Half-Term Friday 28th May 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 7th June 2027 

Year 4 Multiplication Check  Monday 7th June 2027 to Friday 11th June 2027 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 14th June 2027 to Friday 18th June 2027 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday 25th June 2027 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 2nd July 2027 

School Closes for Summer Wednesday 21st July 2027, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Thursday 2nd September 2027 

INSET Day Friday 3rd September 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 6th September 2027 

Autumn Term Diary Dates 

Event Date/Time 

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)  
CLOSED for staff training 

Wednesday 7th October 2026 

PFA Halloween Discos Friday 16th October 2026 

• Reception, Y1, Y2 – 3.45pm – 5.00pm 

• Y3, 4, 5 & 6 – 5.15pm – 6.30pm 

Parents’ Evening  Monday 19th October 2026 
Wednesday 21st October 2026 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 23rd October 2026 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 2nd November 2026 

Shobnall Stars Night Owls (After School Club)  
CLOSED for staff training 

Wednesday 4th November 2026 

Open Evening Thursday 12th November 2026, 4.30-6.00pm 

Odd Socks Day Monday 16th November 2026 

Children in Need Friday 20th November 2026 

Year 5 Whitemoor Lakes Wednesday 25th November 2026 to Friday 27th 
November 2026 inclusive 

Christingle Tuesday 1st December 2026 

A Nursery Noel Wednesday 2nd December 2026, 9.15am  

Whole School Trip to Pantomime – Cinderella,  
Lichfield Garrick 

Thursday 3rd December 2026, 10.00am 

PFA Christmas Market Friday 4th December 2026, 3.30pm – 5.30pm 

Reception / Year 1 Nativity Tuesday 8th December 2026, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Year 2 / Year 3 Nativity Thursday 10th December 2025, 9.15am AND  
2.15pm 

Christmas Lunch / Christmas Jumper / Christmas  
OPAL Day 

Wednesday 16th December 2026 

School Closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2026, 2.00pm 

INSET Day Monday 4th January 2027 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 5th January 2027 



 



 

 



  



 



 



 



 



 


